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To the right worſhipf 
mercie and peace from God the Father © 


and from the Lord leſus 
CHRIST. | 
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as your Worſhip 
| range. ® war peruſed ts 


booke, and as wynde and weather 
would ſerue for paſſage , haue 
brought ĩt out of France into Eng- 
land: The cauſe of your liking, can 
not be miſliked of any: and the iudgement of the 
right honourable my Maſter, may ſtande as moſt 
grounded in trueth and juſtice, whereby he ſen- 
tenced him not onely to bee of the Religion of 
Chriſt, but alſo truely a religious Chriſtian, For 
ſurely, if I be not deceiued in iudgement, who ſo 
ſhal reade this booke, ſhal finde there was a Chriſt 
in the man, & ſuch a Chriſt, as made him in deede 
a Chriſtian, not for a daye or two, not for fayre and 
calme weather onely, but from the firſt beginnin 
of his entrance into the knowledge of God, to his 
very laſt brerh, in moſt ſharpe and ſtormie tem- 
peſtes, as wirneſſeth Pe and bleſſed mat- 
been in that moſt horrib 


le ſlaughter of the 
Res of God, on Barthelmewes dayein Pa- 


ris that wicked murdereſſe of Gods people, againſt 
whome their de- r 8 3 to 75 Ar 
vengeance againſt rhe daye of wrath, As he felt, ſo 
| ke” and his feeling was with ſuch ſpirituall 
. Yaderſtanding , as that we may well ſee, hee was 


. ij. one of 


THE EPISTLE. 


one or chem of whome hee wrote, and by ſo well 
knowing himſelfe to his euerlaſting comfort, gaue 


vs a waye to knowe our ſelues for the joyous aſſu- 
rance of our ſaluation . The greateſt comfort we 


haue, is to knowe that we are ofthe citie of God, 
and who ſo would honour vs the moſt, could nor- 


better perfourme it to our, liking,then to aſſure vs 
ve are the childrẽ᷑ of that heauely Father, brought 
into that honour and dignitie, by Chriſt that died 
for vs, and gaue himſelfe for vs, and in whome we 
dwell,and he in vs, if we deceiue pot our ſelues. As 
for the cõſort we might reape, by being made mẽ, 
and not beaſtes, though it be great, & God is ther- 
fore greatly to be magniſied. yet conſiderin 
God did fox vs, & what we haue done againſt him, 
where he ſet vs by grace, and where we finde our 
ſelues through ſinne and rebellion, we haue cauſe 
rather to ſorowe , then to ioye, of heauines then 
of comfort: and in that reſpect, the verieſt varlet & 
caitif that goeth vpon the earth hath as muche to 
triumphe in, as hach the beſt man of God, the dea- 
reſt child of our heauenly Father. For they are me, 
as well as we, made to the image of God as well as 
we, haue as great light in them of natural reaſon & 
vnderſtãding, as we, witnes the Heathẽ that neuer 
knewe God, no worſe ſinners in Adam thẽ we, but 
e as bad as they, both of vs for our ſinne and re- 
bellion againſt him in that man Adam iuſtly blin- 


ded,iuſtly condemned. This the blind wyſe Philo- 
ſopher did not ſee, and this the obſtinate Pelagian 
Papiſt at this day will not acknowledge, and 1 — 
fore they bothe lift vp their heeles againſt God, 

haue wicked thoughtes, and ſpeake blaſphemous 
wordes againſt heauen, and againſt their owne 
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THE EPISTLE:; 


faluation . And becauſe this prerogative ouex o- 
ther creatures, but equalitie of and in mankinde, 
had not that in it, that might in deede comfort the 
heart of man, but rather caſt him down, his minde 
and purpoſe was to lay forth the other to vs, which 
is proper to vs, I ſay proper to vs, that are of the 
houſhold of faith, of the common wealth of Iſrael, 
citizens of he auen, felow heires with Chriſt, the 
children of God: and I fay proper, becauſe the 
Heathen and Barbarians , be they neuer ſo wyſe, 
the Pelagians and Papiſtes, be they neuer ſo ſu- 


perſtitiouſly deuoure , haue neither part nor por- 


tion in it. And this is the preeminence, not to be 
called, but to be a Chriſtian,which whoſocuer fee« 
leth in himſelſe with a right feeling of true vn- 
derſtanding, which neither of the two beſore 
named harh(forthe one fighteth againſt the name 
of Chriſt, the other can not abide to heare of any 
certaine perſuaſion & aſſurance of the coſcience, 
that it is beloued of God, and that God is without 
doubt our Father, ) bath the gronteſh precomnerg 
that man can haue vpon earth, and the greateſt 
oye and comfort that can be felt by man. All of vs 
at this day, in this part of the world, do ioye in this 
name, Chriſtian, and it is taken for the greet diſ- 
honour that can be done to man, to ſaye he is no 


- Chriſtian: And yet ſure it is, that euery man is not 


a Chriſtian, that is called a Chriſtiã, euery man is 
not a Chriſtian that is Chriſtened, not euery one 
that ſayth Lord Lord, ſhal enter into the Kingdom 
of heauen, no more then euery one that was cir - 
eumciſed, was a true lewe, or all that deſcended of 


che race of Abraham, were true children to Abra- 


ham, There was amongeſt them Iſmael, who per- 
| . 1), ſecured 


ha) 
* 


THE EPISTLE. 
ſecuted his brother, and yer was he circumciſed, 


= " 


V Chriſtened, and yet not Chriſtians, for neither 
| | rhe cutting of of a piece of ſłinne in them; did 


water, maketh theſe true Chriſtians. both of theſe 
ſtandeth in the ſpirit, not in the letter, in the in- 
ward worke by grace and that of God, not in the 
outrarde worlie of man. Sothathe that hath this 
honorable name, to be called a Chriſtiã, hath more 
cauſe to tremble then to reioyce, vnleſſe he haue 
a ſure teſtimonie both within and without, that he 
is in deede a Chriſti: for the abuſe of Gods name 
can auaile man nothing at all, nay it furthereth 
andincreaferh his condemnation,as great credite 
committed to a ſeruant, and abuſed by that ſeruie, 
procureth greater diſpleaſure. Howe we ſhal come 
to the knowledge of this preeminence and excel- 
lencie,which is in vs, this booke ſheweth, and be- 


| 


not ſtande here to make any diſcourſe of it vnto 
your worſhip, onely I moſt humbly beſeche you to 
reade the booke it ſelfe , and there ſhall you ſinde 
ia ſo well layd forth, as ſhalbe to your contentment 
and comfort. I could very willingly haue bene cõ- 
tent to haue entred ſome what into the matter, bur 
Ifeare I ſhould haue ouerſlipped my ſelf, for I muſt 
needes confeſſe of my ſelfe, and to the glorie of 
GO D, Iſpeake it, chat I can eaſelier enter into it, 
then come forth, ſo great comfort I receiue of 
the doctrine, which is the chiefeſt part of the ioye 
of my ſaluation. Were it not chat 1 had good aſ- 


. 


chere was Eſau, whom the Lord hated, and yet was 4 


cauſe it is ſo plainely and ſhortely ſer forth, Iwill 


make thẽ true Iſraelites, neither dipping in a litel! 


THE EPISTLE. 


furance, and feeling of theſe markes whiche hee 
are in deede the true mar- 
kes of our ſaluation, both in vs and to vs, that we 


ſerreth downe , 


are ſaued, I ſhould — rather then hope, 
and bende my ſelfe wholly againſt God, then 
euer bee ſubiect or ſubmir my ſelfe ro GOD. 
And therefore ſo oft as euer I enter into conſide- 
ration of the wicked doctrines, whiche the repro- 
bate and condemned Church of Antichriſt, giueth 
out and teacheth, l finde none ſo deteſtable as this 
t, that laboureth to take away from vs all per 

. of Gods loue towarde vs, and of our moſte 
fure and certaine rede mption by the blood of 
Chriſt. They call it a preſumptuous doctrine, a deſ- 
are doctrine, a doctrine that Ieadeth man to all 

s of 


inde of diſſolutenes, an enemie to godl 
lyfe and deuotion, a furtherer of all 
luſt, all wickednes and rebellion agaynſt GOD. 
Though we are taught by the Scripture, that none 
can beleeue bur ſuch as are appointed to ſaluation, 
and none ean receyue Chriſt, and beleeue in his 
name, but they which haue this prerogatiue giuen 
them, to be ſonnes of God: t wa EAT 
Knowe ye not that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 
you: and agayne, The Temple of God is _ 
which Temple you are: though Chriſt him ſelfe 
ſaye, Reioyce that your names are written in the 


booke of Iyfe: and, Of thoſe whom my Father hath 


giuen me, l will not leeſe one: yer ceaſe they not 
agaynſt ſo manifeſt trueths of the Spirit of God, & 
witnes of the Sonne of God, yea and euident ſpe: 

ches of God him ſelfe, to diſporge their blaſphe- 


mies tending to the ſubuerſion of ſoules, becauſc 
they enuie ar other mens ſaluation, not paſſing, as 


ſcemerh 


tie, all 


9 
* 
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ous, in that that G 


THE EPISTLE; 
ſeemeth by their doctrine, for their owne, 
Liudge them nor. Is it a preſumption for a Chr 


h 


* * 
{® 


Or may I ſay, Our father, in doubt, whether he be 
ſo ot no? No man can call God his Father, but in 
faych, and fayth is nothing but an vndoubred per- 
ſwaſion that we are beloued of God in Chriſt, be- 
loued as children, becauſe he gaue his Sonne ſor 
vs, becauſe he the righteous, dyed for me the vn- 


righteous, whereby as he became a ſinner, by ſet- 


ting him ſelfe in my place, ſo doo I become righte- 
ſetteth me in his place: And 
becauſe our condition and ſtate is ſuch with God, 
leſus Chriſt our Sauiour willed vs in praying, to 
Pray thus, Our Father. For if this grounde go not 
re, we are lyers in ſo praying, Nay we blaſ- 
heme him in A praying, for he will not be cal- 
d Father of the reprobate, no more then he 
will aecept the ſacriſice of the wicked, whereof he 
ſayeth by his Prophet, that it is an abomination to 
him, for our prayers are ſacrifices, and if they be 
the prayers of his children, then are they ſweete 
ſmelling ſacrifices: bur if they be the prayers ofthe 
wicked and reprobate, then are they an abomina- 
tion to the Lord. Do we not euery one of us, in the 
Confeſlion of our fayth, ſay, Ibeleeue in God the 
Father ? what do we lye, when we ſay ſo? Or muſt 
we doubt whe we ſay ſoꝰ Wel this is the doctrine of 
the enemies of God the Papiſtes, who ſay, it is pre- 
ſumption for any man to ſay that he is ſaued. Ihen 
Iſay, it is preſumption for any man to ſaye, that he 
is the childe of Godchen is it preſumption for any 
man to ſaye, that God is our Father: then is it pre- 
ſump- 


an man to ſay as Chriſt hath commaunded vs and | 
taught vs to ſay, Our Father which art in heauen? 


nothing els we ſay: we ſay we are the children of 


THE EPISTLE, 
ſumption for any man to ſay that he is a Chriſtian: 
then is it preſumption for any man to ſayin a good 
and true faith, I belecue in God. And ſo by this 

meanes ſhalthe whole Catholike Church be con- 
demned for charging vs to ſay ſo: then is Chriſt a 


ier, and a maſter of hereſies in teaching vs to pray 


fo: then do we all wickedly to call and profeſſe our 
ſelues Chriſtians with ſuch confidence as we doo. 
And ſeeing their profeſſion and doctrine is ſo, that 
no man can aſſuredly ſaye that God is his Father, 
let them ſet it done in flat termes, as they meane 
it, and let the ſtyle of the Confeſſion of fayth, and 
the Lords prayer go as their doctrine is, after this 
ſorte, l doubt in God the Father almightie, I doubt 
in leſus Chriſt, I doubt in the holy Ghoſt, and If 
thou which art in heauen be our Father, halowed 
be thy name, and ſo forth. What a diueliſh doc- 
trine is this? & yet it is the doctrine of the church 
of Rome: what a deſperate doctrine is it? and yet ĩt 
is the doctrine that we muſt confeſſe to be true, or 
els we be heretikes, we muſt be burned, wee muſt 
be condemned. Chriſtians I ſay, muſt be condem- 
ned, becauſe they ſay they are Chriſtians, ſor it is 


God, that is an hereſie, ſay they, and yet they will 
graunt vs to be Chriſtians, A e kinde of 
Chriſtian, thatharh not the Spirit of Chriſt, and if 
we haue the Spirit of Chriſt, are we not Children? 
The Apoſtle teacheth vs all this: why then what is 
it els to ſay, we are Chriſtians, then to ſaye, we are 
the children of God? and is there any chylde of 
God that is not ſaued? Paul ſayeth, if ſonnes, then 
heires, heires of the kingdome, yea felowe heires 
wich Chriſt. So then it is no more n to 
ay, 


THE EPISTLE. 


fay, I am ſaued, then to ſay I am the the childe of 


God: neyther any more preſumption to ſaye, I am 
the childe of Gollodiew ws ſaye, Lam a Chriſtian, 
Oh but ſay they, this dorine maketh men deſp' 

rate: for if they ſtand vpon thoſe rermes — 2 
they are ſaued, they will care no more ſor good 
workes, they will abandon them ſelues to all kinde 
of ſinne. In deede they ſay, as they feele, for ifthei 
felt what it were to haue this perſuaſion & groũd, 
they would knowe, that as they are freed 10 > 
ſo are they to liue in righreouſnes: The true Chri- 


ſian and chylde of GOD, is more fearcfull to 


finne, becauſe he loueth God, and is beloued of 
God, then all the wicked haue for feare of puniſh- 
ment. He knoweth and is perſwaded, that as he is 
dead with Chriſt, ſo muſt he riſe againe witch Chriſt 
in newnes of life, to liue after the Spirit, not after 
the fleſhe, and that God hath prepared his wayes 
ro walke in, which are good workes. If the liues of 
all men were looked into, it would eaſely appeare, 
where were the greateſt abundance of ſinne, vhe- 
ther in the true Chriſtian who is a witnes of the 
trueth of this doctrine, or in the enemie of trueth, 
which can not abyde this doctrine. And why can 
he not abyde this doctrine? becauſe he can not a- 
byde to heare of the adoption of God, howe God 
hath adopted and taken vs to be his ſonnes in 

Chriſt before the foundation of the world was lay- 

ed. And why ſo? Becauſe they go about to ſer vp 
their one righteouſnes, and therefore will not be 

ſubiect to the righteouſnes of god. If we do wel, bo- 

| cauſe we are the childrE of God, and if we beleue, 
becauſe we were appointed to ſaluatiõ, thẽ is it not 
our wel doing that maketh vs to be Gods _— 
. cn 
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THE EPIS TIE. 


then are we not appointed to ſaluation, becauſe 
we beleeue: then are al their merites gone, then is 
al their fat in the fyer. A D e, and a 
Papiſt, is no bodie vnleſſe he may merite, vnleſſe 
God may be bound to him, and not he to God: he 
wil not take the kingdome of heauen of giſt, he wil 
haue it of duetie, and that is no God a mercie to 
him. This is the very point of the matter, iudge 
nowe which is the 8 doctrine, either 
the heatheniſh phariſaicall papiſtrie, or the trueth 
of the Goſpel, But as 1 ſayd, I can more eaſely en- 
ter into the matter, then get out of it, the groſſenes 
of their hereſie is ſo notorious and brutiſhe, the 
trueth of our doctrine is ſo plaine and riche, that I 
can not conteine my ſelfe, if I ſhould folow my ſelf, 
I will therefore ſurceaſe and leue your worſhip to 
the reading of the worke it ſelfe, which ſhalbe ſuf- 
ficient to inſtru you in the waye of this truerh, 
and arme you agaynſt the affaultes of Saran by 
theſe his inſtrumentes. The Lord by his holy Spi- 
rit worke thoſe two effectes in you, for this preſent, 
ſo true and comfortable doctrine: and further 
leade you into al trueth, as he is the God of trueth, 
that in the day of the Lord Ieſus, you may be 
founde to haue walked without ſtumbling 
in wharſocuer he hath thought neceſ- 
ſarie to reueile vnto you for 
your ſaluatiõ. 15. Sept. 
1576. 


Tour worſhips humbly as comp = 
mamdemem I. T. 


A briefe collection of the 
chickeſt 


ints of the lyfe of MaſterPcter 
, whyle he liued Counſeller 


delaP 


to the French Kin and chief Preſident 
in his Court of Aydes, at Parise 
ſer forth by P. de Farnace. 


1 ther what che thing is mit ſelf, 
$2 QXY then toſtande much vponthe 
4  auchour of it becauſe.as truth 
is, the opinions wherwith we are befoze pos 
ſeſled, whether they be with — 
perſons, ſkay vs from iudging ſyncerely ol 
their doings: yet notwithfkanding it is a c<- 
mendable cuſtome, not onely to ſet mens 
names befoze their bookes, but alſo to ſet 
vowne what menthey were, to the ende the 
reader maybe the better pꝛepared to taſte ot 
the fruict when he ſhal once vnderſtand what 
tree vid beare it: fo2 it is to be thought that 
the fruict wilbe like the tree that bare it. And 
thereloꝛe, ſeeing this wozke came to mine 
handes.J was ſo bold co put faith this ſhort, 
but yet moſte true diſtours of the lyfe and 
death of the woꝛthie man that made it: be⸗ 
r 
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Thelyfe ofthe Author · 


pe buryed vnder ſilence which befell hum in 
his lte tyme, and are woozthie perpetuall 7. 
 **Therefoe,cobeginne at his brich Pa. = 
Therekoꝛe, to beginne at hi; 5 
— eee — — 
bozne, v trapned vp in learning, 
even from a chvive, that he onelx of all his 
detheen refolued with him ſelfe to followe 
che ſtudie of the Lawes, wherein he pꝛoſiten 
ſo marueylouſly, that before hee was two 
— — 
ent the Actions: and a⸗ 
Pleader in the 


e of 


Pieaving, andeſpecially foz ſingularvpiight- 
conſcience.” Foz which cauſe alſo, the 
this honour to chule him foz his Aduocac 
and Autourney in his Court of Aydes in pa. 
ns. In which office he behaued him ſelfe ſo 
well, chat no man is able to bereue him 
of this commendation ;- that he kept his 
handes continually cleane from byiberie; - 
and neuer dyd any thing againſt his ph 
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| wurde which was as you wouldſape,ame- 
niir to nouriſhe this litle ſeede, vntill it . 


cam? to budde foxthand ſpying, at ſuch time me 


a8 _— * | 
1 5 a | 
God had appointed it. * 424 1 4 ® —— a#&4 | 
After 
1 
£402 C.l 
$:@4- < 


to hym very humbly, and made him a 
 . ofhis milerie, Andfinding 


bottume at his leaſure Then this pone m, 
frankely vntohym all the abtſes of che p- 


heard him patiently, he rewarded him, and 


The life of the Authour. A 
Alter this it fell out on a vaye , that ſtan: | 
ding athis done, there came a certaine ſtri- 4 
ger to him, by a wonderfull p rof © 
God,whom heknewe not, but to 
be a man ot ſome qualitie, and one — 
tedreliefe in his extreme pouertie, turned 


viſcourle tn excellent Latin vpon the 
hym tobe aman 
well qualified , cauſed him ts come in euen 
into his ſtudie, to feele hym the better to the 
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as one ſent from God, began 


to viſcyter out 


piſhe Church, and to ſhewe hymthe true and 
onely way to ſerue God , Jad aſter he ha 


þ2aped him notwithltanding very earneſtly 
to comenomo2etohim, ſo afraid he was of 
the fyers which were pꝛepared againſt them 
which were ſulpecter the leſt that might be, 
fox the doctrine of the Goſpel: as in deede 
this poote franger: nut long after, was tried 


in the koꝛnate at Paris, 


Bur after this, Peter de la Place, left nut 
tourning both the Scriptures and al the old 


kathers, euen to the very ſcholemen, to finde 
ſome meanes ik it were pollible,to take awap 
this 


gan afrclhe, he withdzewe himlelfe againe, 


whom he was at that inſcant,tuto,During 


non the ſale of his moueable goodes, noꝛ the 
ſeaſing vpon his vnmoueable, troubled o 


Thelifzofthe At 


When theſe warres were enden, inte 
pere 62, he went and preſented him ſelfe tg 
the Ring, to purge him ſelfe of many fue 


bites which certaine euill willers had caſt | 
outofhim inthe warre time: at what time 
after that his Maieſtie was ſatilſted with 

bis es fo2 his defence, finding the late 
Painceof Conde that dead is, in the Court, 
he went and vid his duetie to him: who, fo 
his part, receiued him ſo courteoully, that 
from that inſtant, he gaue him the charge, 
and made him ouerſeer of all his houſhold 
affaires, which he tooke in ſo good part, that 
in all matters that concerned his honour, he 
ſpared neither goods, no2 childꝛen, noꝛ him 
ſelfe,ſo carefull he was of his ſeruiſe. 
| Fineveres after, when the troubles be⸗ 
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from Paris to the Caſtell of Ve in Valois, 


which beldged to his nephewes, bythe right 
of Miſtres Ragonde Luillier his wyfe, to 


the time oftheſe warres , he ſuffred great per 
ſecutions: but neither the loſle of bis office, 


diſquieted him ſo much, as the vſcourrſies | 
did which * receiued at their handes, o 
—— 


s A | 8 
eg 2 . at ty 9 * e 5 an ; ; 
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1 T 


m ſelf very k | 
ous, and is aCofiſeler of the Court, (howe 
be it Jam content to soncele his name) and 
did once not onely knowe the trueth or the 
Goſpel,but that moꝛe is, made open p 
ſion ot it but afterwardes foꝛgat 
farre he played as lewde gt 2. unge 
be with the ſaid La Placehts kinſman. Fo! 


he reuolted by and by, 
ſome vanger bythi1eates cz 
——— — he e fo: 
0 
2 4 — 
—— 


withperfs perfozmed it — and giuing 

foꝛth the woꝛſt ſpeaches he coulde, crunk 

this Peter De la Place, taking this occaſt 

= eee 

Peter Fe la place, was tuto; to his ne- 
C. iii. phewes, 


Himlelfeoacertaine caltelotche + Mm 
on this Counleler ceaſed not by way of for 
Dp flanderous requeſtes and ſupplicationg, - 
eee and put intothe heads ofthe Court 
ot parlemtt athouſanp lewde & wicked pac: 


dering what diligence he cauſed T 
REES to make, as it they Tanchoug 
bout þ taking of ſome thief E murderer: had 
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pon ranger ca cook hymn wheres 
Counter nt oncl gem rb 
| Kindzed, 


this 
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The life of the Authour, 


men,and feared of it 
curſeds.Barthler cory ane, | 


Andamongeſt — — 

Place moſt Wer wt > 
foloweth, - 
'The4.dayabout ſire ofthe clockein$ | 
mozningchere came tohis houſe one : 
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well, een hs Cp him oftes | 


times, Then this 
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The ye of the Authour. 
would haue caft her ſonne inlawe and ber 
ſent daunger ſhe awe her pooze huſbande 


KK J 


Gods afflictions 
= s hands 2 and fo when he hav a lie 
keth vpon the pꝛomiſes that God mas 
en Er 


ward he commanded his men ſer⸗ 
wants! and mapde ſeruants that were leftto 
— — — 
= binde of exhoꝛtation to his fas 
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chereſtin Latin.has 
be left, that could pille 
vichitandme he had ex⸗ 


The ieofthe den. 


make himſelfe ready to come to be nous 
—— bade ng, 
he wouldthinke him ſelfhappy 4 


compt of all his do 

e 
dall che towne ouer 

—— — him to get to the 
ſafetie, without great and moſt ex 
dan vin a benden eu he mighrwel 
e his Maieſtie of his perſon,if it wold 
me him to leaue ſuch a nober of Archers 
— —— he ſhould thinke meete, vntil 
ofthe people were a litle appeaſev, 
— graunted him his requelt; and left 
one of his Lieutenants, called Toute 
Shottly after that Seneſcay was depar⸗ 
ö —— Charon then Pꝛouiſt of þ 
1 — Paris came to the houſe, and 
jr . talked a whyle with him in ſe⸗ 
departed left him foure ol the totune 
— — > cb 
panie. All the day aſter and the night'follow: 
ing was beſtowed in ſtopping vp and ram⸗ 
hg the houle, and pꝛoui⸗ 
ding 
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DIL i che great en painefill warche 


Seneſcay anſwered him, that he woulde gie 


e ee ehe, 
pebbles and ſtones vp into windowes, 


there was ſome likelyhood, that theſe Ar- 
chers were placed in the houſe foꝛ the lafetie 
of la Places perſon, and to ꝑꝑeſerue his fami⸗ 
lie fr that common miſerie that other felt, 
vntyl Seneſcay came backe the next day fol⸗ 
lowing about two of the clocke in — od 
noone and ſhewed him, that he had expꝛeſſe & 
preciſe commaunde ment from the Ring, to 
hing him, without any further delay. This 
Gentleman la Place ſhewed him as befo2e, 
„ 
ſeeing that the ſelf ſame mo 
— houſes fucked, Altius 
notwithſtanding Seneſcay was earneſt to 
5 
mongſt y Huguenots to ꝑꝛoteſt 

blenes, and ſay that they are the Kings moſt 
obedient ſeruants and ſubiects, but when it 
came tothe point to obey the Rings cõman⸗ 
dement, they ſhewed them ſelues very colde, 
and it ſeemed by them that they could in na 
wyſe ooke it. And as fo2 the danger, he 
ſayde it was oz him to go to the Louure, 


hima Captayne ol Paris, which ſhould be ve- 
ry wel knowen to al the people, to „ 


The af Abbe 


-andone of the chiefeſt 


'ffentocondurrhim, —ͤ—ͤ— 
very earneſtly, ſaping to 
. 
— 
| it would pleaſe him to 

whereto dene — 
be could not go 


—— ——— 
eſpied a croſſe of paper in his elveſt ſonnes 
kappe, which he „ 


nie him, Whyle Seneſcay was thus taſking | 
with him, a Captaineof — pra 
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„d be was | 
men in all 


bn out of his cappe, and 


The lyfe of the Authour. 
ſaue him ſeife by that meaneg, 


85 * ” 


im, that the true croſſe whiche we mu 
— — 
G O D lendeth vs, as moſte certaine plev- 
ges and earneſt pennpes of that ioye ann e- 


verlaſting life which he hathe ane 


aboue all things fea 

— ——ů 2 
tome to the 
ſereete called la Verrerie, ouer agaynſt the 


Thelyfe of the Authour. 
che towne houle, where his face was coues 
red with dong, and the next day after in the 
mozning was caſt into the riuer. 

Thus this great and excellent marty2 of 
cheLow.1 t he obeyed the Kings com 
mandement, in ſtede of Juſtice whiche he 
ſought, found death by the wap, whiche was 
to hun a beginning of the true lpfe: and on 
e e 
ſo vniuſt, agaynſt all Gods lawe and mans 
lame, and ſo cruel and barbarous and moze 
commandementes, pꝛoceeded, 
and allo to the executers of ſuch miquities, 
cruelcies,barbarities, and bꝛutiſhnes, a moſt 
certaine beginning and entrance to an 

— ö 
ouer their heades,+ oner cher 
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the vew 


Theexcel. _ A meame not, J faye,in 
— treate of this kinde of woꝛthines: but min 


uk liſte and lope Mozeouer, 
e 

. 

— wh fe e 


— dens ir: zh n 
bs, Fae vere the iter one came not ca 
* it, 


Of — 


gur ſelues: adding mozeouer, that the opp 

nion of al the woyld is 
ly commodities, we haue to craue them s 
Godshads, but as foz wiledome, everyman 0 


this chat as fox wozid: 


. 
int; and publiſhing this falſe 0: 
pinion, chat what ſoeuer we do by the cõduct 


and gupde of nature, it can not be but well 


done, and if man could followe thatrightly, 
which he hath in him ol nature, he could ne: 


ding (athing moze to be ſdꝛuwed at) they p 


vnitte, do marueiloullyembaace: m 
C — oy 


mo we ang a. hy oO 2 © © = 


uerdooamiſle, And many other ſuche foo- N 


makepofeſſiontobe our inſtruetoꝛs in hal 
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132 
of a Chriſtiar 


p ä — of 
— — the grace of God can not helpe 
: bin as they lay, all the matter lyeth nut 
in Gods helpe, but we mulfcaſf in dur rer⸗ 


koning all: yea, and that it is in vs to be⸗ 


grun, and in God to make an ende, holding 

; this fo an vndoubted trueth, that G DD 

= —— 

ö hr ear en hope take 

| whichhewill, 

' | _. This Alep.tothewe, eee ene 
N light of vnderſtanding and exits ip the 
2 — — 
f rh If ee 
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latter eng GD wat 
to frame their liues accoꝛding ; | 
1 temembꝛane 


wing r 

ſerue c uo other purpoſe, but to pute him 
bp with vapne glozie k ouerweening of him | 
1 weary him ſelfe in 
a good 2 2 


Beben a8 he intended. For | 
of a mans ſelfe, according 
moperly in 


ie hate and condition ee we are 


of it as wee 


* on ne, | 


—_— 


OO AG a .co o&@ on. 


| Retr — in 
that which 
wo, of man. 


— — Iherebz 

ee eee 
cepuev of them ſelues fo} that ſmal remnant 
of light that remaßner of the ſirſt beginning 
which was included in dur nature, ( whirhe 
ther call e een ——ů 
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kee bene nete o marred and mi⸗ 


ly defozmed, yet he hath ſome ſparkes 
there remayneth in him ſome 
varkelight and percepuerance of the excel 
of his nature, that is to ſave; ot chat 


2a 


vp2ightnes wherewith the firſte man was. 


beautifted.and made noble, ſo that.the.coz- 
ruption of ſinne was not able to doe lo 
as btterly to deface the image of 
0 O in vs, but that there remained al 
wayes ſume litle trace of it, thereby it came 
2 — —— awakened 


would 
— — was 


"S © « *S 


4 
1 
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ledge of God which he hath naturally in him, 
is not out ot doubt excellent, in that it com- 
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of a chihaum 


hath not a roote of pzye — 


within his heart. 
Not that J meane to denie, but that litle 


vnderſfanding that man hath in him euen of 
nature for the maintenance ot this prefer 
life, and chat diſcretionof good and euillen? 
graued in his heart, vea ꝶ that piece ofknows- 


mech from God: but J ſape, that all theſe 
thinges are defiled in man, euen as wyne- 
that hath receiued infection by the vnſauery Att che ex- 
taſte ofthe veſſe,wherintoit was put, wher- uence: 
by the grace of his ſauour and goodnes is de. 
gone, and hathe gotten beſide a bitter and 
vnwholſome taſte . Becauſe, the iudgement 
and diſcretion which he hath left to diſcerne 
and make his choyſe of thinges, is partly 
imperfect and full of confuſion, and all the 
witte he hathe, becommeth-vapne, as alſo 
his will is tempeſtuouſly caried and fuli ot 
phrenſies accoꝛdingly as man is holy ta- 
ried awaie wich — 900g, Big 


hath of GOD s noching els, but aver 
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tion, x ö — 
the byzdes make their neſtes ann the plantes 
Wb nie fruit echeone in bes vue time./E 
be ſhort, no creature ſubiect to man fü 
— his wozke , man indued with knaw⸗ 
lenge, vgement, —— 
erreth, and errech in 

ſuchloxechat in che whole bete chere26no 
| — — on his pare; 
Do that, to ſpeake truely, there remaineth 
not one d2oppe of vpꝛightnes in his whole 
nature, ſo farre is he from that excellencie, 
wherof I meane to ſpeake, by reaſon of the 
Moors apredalpary Sod 

can and 

lider the heaute ſight of his vecaie. | 
Aberefore ſeeing that this our nature, 
which is common to all men lining , is not 
F capable of that excellencie wherof J ſpeake, 
we mult nedes ſap, that that man of whom 
I heake, is tranſformed into another new 


that is — — 
no? be conteſſed tu pꝛocede from any but frõ 
— — 
Crit: * pleaſure was co 


* 


— orwarndgr) 


Of the excellencie 
ſingular and pertect piece of woꝛkemanſhipß. 
and that he made the world e beautifted the 
heauens and the earth with a perfect abun. 
dance, varietie, and beautie ot all things to 
lodge him in it, as it were in a great c ſump 
tuous palace, well and richely furniſhed with 
— — 
al this, & morenuer, that he had foꝛgotten his 
buthankeful and deteſtable intidelitie and fe⸗ 
lonie, where he deſerued to be caſt of, and de⸗ 
prined fo2 euer of all his bleſſiuges: pet not 
— — 
chen fatherly loue, and ſpeciall fauour which 

he bore him, not onely euen from his birth 
day, and from the firſthowe that he bꝛought 
him out into this world, but euen from his 
mothers wombe,yea, and befoꝛe he was con⸗ 
ceiuted, yea, and that moe is, befoꝛe the woꝛld 
was made (as he him to him ſelt 
from euerlaſting) to elect and chuſe him fr6 
mongſt an infinite million ot᷑ men, to marke 
him e let him apart, to exempt him from the 
common ſtate and condition ofal other men, 
615 —— — condemnatid | 


of a Chriſtian man. 


inſto1e in heauen, tobereneiledtohis 
— when all thinges ſhalbe re- 
ſtozed,and toſhewe in him the richelle of his 
glozie, as in aveſſell of mercie ꝑepared to 
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Al the cauſe ofthis excellent pꝛerogatiue 


md dignitie, is not as we ſee to be ſought any eite cxcet 
where els but inthe ſingular grace and mers cee 
cie ol God, whom it pleaſed without —— 


— ſife , fozeſeing the faulte ausn 
condition ofmankinde, ol his good pleaſure 
to haue mercie vpon ſome, to ſet them in ho⸗ 
nour as veſſels of his mercie, and leaue the 
reſt in their indgemẽt, giuing grace to ſome 
which was not due to them, and rendꝛing to 
dae ern ere 
— ſo{etting toyth his 
grace :and not to giue it to all, therebyſhews 
ing what al had deſerued without further be⸗ 
ſtowing like mercie on all: foz he made all 
things, as Salomon ſaith,fo2 his owne ſakes 
——rð — —— 
ſtruction, according to the decree ot 

pleaſure ol his wil, which onely is — 
reine and high rule ol tuſtice that iudgethal 
the woꝛld . 


o conſideration of any ching de. el 


beingincomprehenſible, as whereby 
he owotketh, thar they which obteine mer 
— EET 
cie to and they that are 
condemnation, haue nothing to gaineſap the 
gemft o trueth as mẽ guiltie, noꝛ ought | 
wherewirh to pleane againlfhim;inſonmch 
as on the one ſide, to ſhewe fo2th his waath, 
and make his mightie power knowen , he 
_ though great patience and meekenes bes 
rech with the veſlels of wzath prepared to 
veſtruction, & onthe other ſide, ſettech outy 
richelle ofhis gloꝛy towards thẽ þ he chole 
by his grace, whom he pꝛepared to glozie, | 
ene Fon ſo it is, as S. A ſhewech it at 
| nall councet large;where he ſpeaketh of predeffination 
ching man. of God, chat when God had reſolued whim 
ee to buypld che Monarchie of this wozld rx 
al that is cõteined in it, æ fozfawe, 5; the firſt 
man ſhould fal wittingly and willingly into 
death, being pliable to good & euill, hauing 
not that giuen him to continue & ſtande ſte⸗ 
dily in that ſtate wherin he was placed: yea 
2 —ů 
in che compalſe ok his fall,  ſubiect vnto it, 
hauing ſo appointed it by his incompꝛehrn⸗ 
ſible counſel and wildom, which hath a foꝛe⸗ 
3 . 
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ab his-mightie power: which gouerneth 
all thinges by his hande , TP 
ſtanvirig minded to haue a litle rẽnant, euen 
as you woulvſap, an handful of men taken 
out of ſuch a great multitude,to ſerue for p 
— tors om he chole e 


2 — 
ſhould be bozne of a virgin, to wit, Jeſus 
Chilt , (finding nothing in all the ſeede of 
Adam woithy his election, and ſuch a pꝛe⸗ 
— — alld'as in | 
the head he choſe to be members as it were 
of his bodie, ſuch as it pleaſed him freely of 
his grace to appoint befoze hand's reteiue 
to lite: and by the ſelfe ſame man, to ioyne 
them vnto him ſeife, and allie them ſv togi⸗ 
ther that they ſhould neuer be ſenered, has 
uing fozeſeene a great while befo2e that in 
dejomabene ſhould come good of euill, ann 
| knew moſt vndoubtevlp,p itbelongedtohis 
almighty goovnes to turne good into euill, 
rather then to ſuffer that chere ſhould be no 
euill, and ſo accopvingly diſpoſed the like of 
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— che excellencie which 

. and yoceverh from 
lencie of 4 in Jeſus Chaiſt, ſo is it pow;ed: out vpon 
his members accozding to the meaſureof 
7 dee le euery one, by which grace man was made a 
fas Che '+ Chziſtian when he firſt began tu belieue; as 


geen. our ſauiour was made Chyilt accomding to 


— che fleſhe, when he irſt began to be man. 
procecee? Aud thereloꝛe was hee callſen Chniſt, and 
nes which the other by his meanes,Chultias, as ſtrea- 
inci mes flowing from the chiefe: foimtaine's 


. had the Almightie purpoſev in him 
cher in feilt to gather them vnto him, by the blood 


ofche Crolle of Jeſus Chniſt, at the fulnen 
| — — them miſerably 
* ed and ſcattred amongſt the other, and 
| ſerthem in their right ſkate: whiche is , to 
| eleaue continually to him, being knit and 
won together with him in a true & pers 


fite vnitie, by engraffing 
of his ſonne . Who fo; that cauſe are cal- 
led; elect 02 choſen though the good plea: 
ſure ot God tu make a difference betweene 
them and the other which were not kept in 
| RE ee tink 
| ion 
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—— Gat: 
' So that, whether we — — 
Ade mater ic ſelf of the exrelencieof a eg 
— ſo furre I am either from Chriſtan is 

— ſaid excellencit of gvholycobe 


to ſape.co — gracious! 
goodnesof God by Jeſus Chai, in whom 
God choſe his elect befoze the foundation 


/ ofthe wozlvcoadopt chemarcowingto the: | 
| ble in his welbelouedſonne,who was by him 


| appointed head auer them, which hy ham 
though him, and no otherwiſe, are reſfozev. 
| and ſetled in his grace, and made his heires 
tu eniove —— where as bene 
they were acurſed raſe of Adam, and iuheri⸗ 
ters ok hel fyꝛe. werde Father nem 
but in his Sonne, and vouchſa none his rg 
inheritance , vnleſſe he firſt tome them to ee 
his ſonne by a ſetret bond e Lene 
vertue of the head to deſtende into the mem⸗ 
"=> as the lappe ofthe rooteof the tree 
13 fyrxaltbond ann 
belongeth 


GERT 


i1 — — 2 
bod, e ſu ↄ che Ciſtian mã is made one w 
-| - JeſusChyiſtfleſh of bis fleſh, x bones ofhis 
ones pen eu in frre foth;þ they bearehis 
- | _ name@perſonbefoze God, and he rather re⸗ 
\. Tpeccevintheirperſons;theninhis own. To 
Si —— ares Tone beholving * | 
_y . 
his ch if we ſhould vew his mẽ· 
— — 

it likewiſe with the Chiſtiũ, who is a mem || 

ber al Jeſus: Chiſte, being conſidered in 
Chꝛiſts face e perſon, which when God be⸗ 
holdech in his elect impꝛinted as it were in 
them by the repairing of his image in them, 
louech and rhertibech them, as perſons with 
whom he is well pleaſed, 
Do that to ſpeake in fem words, it is this 
lence df felowſhip whichthey haue Chriſt (where | 
doth wel ap unto they are called, both by the communion 1 
| ul of one ſelf ſame ſpirit, x ane ſelf ſame nature 
whichhe Which is both in chem and him) wherein the 
Ch, excellencie ofaChaiſtianmanconſifteth and 
apenxeth very euidently, in that he is let in 
the higbeſt degree of honour being made 5: 
chülde of God, by Jeſits Chaiſt taking vpon. 
erb made 
man 


The excel - 
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. nitie ofthe firſt man, taking him in the grea⸗ 
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nit as he waa to inake hinrfeloi With 
him ſelfe in that that was pꝛoper to himſelf, 


by maki the ſonne of God. Fozthkce 
commeth this holy hotherhood, whiche he 
rearhechvs.laping.J patent lather yore 
father, to my God e your God. Being not 
dere enen 
the great oddes that is betwirt him e vs, to 
abale him ſelfſo far as to cal vs B1ethyf, eu] 
after his reſurrectiũ, whẽ he had put ok al his 
inſtrmit ie, vs, J ſay;which are not otherwyſe 
worthy tu be under his leruãts. Perein cher⸗ The Chrt- - 
foze þ Chyiſtiũ mã appeareth to be aloft, not fare fade 
onelpaboue al other lining creatures by rea⸗ I ocher ms 
——— 


notacail; wherebyhe ſutmountech rake 


teſt pertection he euer had betauſe the grace 
—— is karre mote ſetled and ſure in the 
— then itwasin 


> That which 


os fr "Fo2 A _ the Chriſti 

—— continue in in er 
coodnes, tfhe had would, but to ß Chiilfian n that which 
emen will; and in having a deen in 


B. it, wil 
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Very noghe when —— 
— — chat he 
1 ſinne — 
reg — — elect 
parably knit with Jeſus Chyilte 
her hes whehbow maker chem 
—— er {o high , tha it ſur- 


gels, in this reſpecte that the 
gil in Sree — 


ture, and not the nature of A 
ES niche —.— Ang 
— — 


5 
fleche toro ankle the | 
neth wen 3 op and — : 


of 
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— —— 
ann nature, the Sonne of God, even«ccoz- 
ding to the fleſhe, ur mounteth chem in digs 
nitie and noblenes. 
To this purpoſe; S. Peter ſpeaking of Thechiefs 
Chultians,thought it not inough to ſay,that ot Chricul 
they are acholen generation, anholprace, a fr ma. 
peculiar people to ſet fo2th the great ver- God. 
tues of God, and a Rovall Hꝛieſthode, co 
—— ' : ·— 
———— is 


yer) celine anche 
' Fgining,andcallingvpon the name of Gov, 
; whicharethecaluesofourlippes; andſacr6- 
fices ofbeneuolence, e imparting 
with the pode: he thought it nat 
Jay, to giue them all theſe ſo great a — 
| nprablericles,buegoechonfurtheraid ſap © - 7 
1 nature which is ſo excellent a condition; 1115 
| that$heavofmanisnot able to imagine oz 
+ withe an higher. Fo in dede, what can a man 
deli mode then to betome like to God vii 


B. ii. relp 
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de ae — Ceo 


— wot, 


aa litle befoꝛe, 5 al ̊ fulnes ofthe godheay 
dwelleth bodily in him, ſhewing therby, that 
this pertect eſſence o õ Godhead which is in 
— — 


1 


— — — 
that the Church is the filling vp ol the bodie 
of Chꝛiſt. And therefoze there is no mar⸗ 
ueile, i the P2ophet David rauiſhen with 
— ad miration ok this fo wonderfull 
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of a un 
ſtian with 


Chriſt. 


[ 
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1 
; 
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thou ſoregardedft him: that is to ſay, thit of 
— goodnes = halt made . 


were a God. fo thou haſt made him a litle in- 


ans eee 
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— — r e 
as it were rauiſhed ey beſides hm 


and being 
ſelle cried and ſaive ;Lozde what is man that 


— ken Sdurt k 
duſt ofthe earth *:if he marke þ place of his 
vpon the earth below: ihe looke to his ond, 
he ſhallſee that his bodie ſhalbe meate fo: 
wozmes. And yet notwithſtanding, ſaith he, 
thou halt ſo highly honoured this poode crea- 
ture Man, that j Angels ſerue him, as if he 


ferio2z to God, x haſt crowned him with glo⸗ 
rie and honour, and placed hynr: 


things in ſubiection vnder his feete : As if 
he would ſave, what occaſion div durt giue 
thee, that of it thou ſhouldeſt make a crea 
ture to thine image and likenes, whom thou 
wouldeſt make 5 L 
— put —_— ' vnder his 
euer is vnder compaſle | 
heazen + ſpeaking of the ami; 9 3. 


B. iii. For 
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thewozkes of thine handes, mid halt put allt 
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Lord of the 
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world. 
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bellion, and 
ritie hath no other intereſt noz tule, in the 


bleſſings of this woꝛlo, then theeues ct rub⸗ 
bers haue, whiche take awaye other mens 


of right 
Paul ſaith. whether it be the woꝛld, on life, 02 
death oz things pꝛeſent, o things to come, al 


things, in a woꝛd, are his, betauſe they were 


All " made foz his pꝛofit. And there is nothing but 
— 6g God makethit ſerue ,& turneth it to his po 
— 2 ſit, in lo much that by a ſpeciall viſpenſation 
Yer of his pꝛouidence, he cauſeth that the ver 
ſinnes them ſelues which man committeth 
turne rather to his ſaluation then to his hurt, 

The Chri- inthatchat by them he * chem; am 
2 maketh chem better canght and moye adui 
ſed. To be ſhozt, this mũ is acreature y from 


laſting inthe 


heart of god £lterlaſting was in Gods heart though Je+ | 


— and nonebe | 


goods.the Chriſtianonelyexcept,cowhome 
belongeth the vſe ol all things; as S. 
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Tt Chri- ſus Chyiltz+therkoeathing ſoriche he: 


treaſure. 


But 


1 de called Gods treaſure, 


R | 


1 
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But ſeeing A baue begun to dilate thisep» [14 1.6m. 
cellencie-of a Chriſtian man by the euerla⸗ 4b co « 
ſting counſell of GD D, whiche he deters cur 
mined and appoynted within pim fel hee rn of, 
fore the wozide was, accomding to his gra tencic of « 
cious goodnes fully ſet fo;th is JESUS NS 
Uniſt to al them whom he hath coupled to- _ -- 

gyther with him. It ſhall be good nowe to 

come lower, and to treat of the matter, as it . 

were by deſcent fram heauentu earth an to n. 

| ſhew this excellencie more particularly ing gia is a ; 

Chatian , beginning at his regeneration „bam : whom the 

und ſo going on from point ta point, to ſheme world kno- 

— be iafinmedgnourdbedy "one 

bought vp to rype age: what maners he is 

of whar his lifeis,a00 whavhis churrſagion, 
to ſet him out after this ſoꝛt in his coulours 

t markes as he is. Fo? in dede he is anewe 

creature, whom the wozld knoweth not, and 

an hidden treaſure in a vile and contempti⸗ 
ble veſſell, hard to knowe, if he be not well 
marked out t {et forth with liuely colours, 

And left in diſcour ſing of it, we falheavlong 

into che ſame errour; which the wiſe fooles 

of the woꝛld fal into / in their diſcourſes vpõ 
his excellencie, it ſhal not be amiſſe, if at the 
entrie of the matter, I warne euery man to 

Elin 
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„ 8 to intagineþ he hach ought of his owe, 
Sead he havin hb ile pleat 
cue meane , o e to ſet fo 
de Wok,, 10090 
"'s 4 'Therefore,as I fade before.chat we han 
The engel. Not to ſeeke the rauſe oz ground” wofke, o 
lencie of a matter of this — where els, 
— — grate of Gow/accoring to 
euerlaſting p20! : \d ſap J againe, 
ee u din ue ll worthines of man that al che 
ae goodmes & vertue that may pollihly be faũd 
n man pꝛoceedech from che fruict ot Gods 
delection: and cherefoze to be a Chaitkianz 
tat is to ſay the belt of all — — 1 
dech wholy from the gift of dur he fas | 
cher; in that that whatſdeuer he hath giuen | 
to Chyitt cümech to Chuilt, and hi that that | 
no'one whit of the worde be tht 
Treatore,were it not that the grace of cov 
cketh a fewe out of deſtruction which o · 
ſhould hatte periſhed / the woꝛld be: | 
7 — — ie 
matte tuſfly appoynten . And ſoꝝ this cauſe 
Jelus Chiſt pꝛoteſteth chat he pꝛayeth the 
Father foꝛ them onely whome the Father 
hath giuen him. Foz in veeve, the grace of | 
God ſtudeth no cauſe in any man, why hee 
nn 6 
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all ol his mercy; becauſe. its Gove morke 
onelp to ſaue his, and for that ende and pur⸗ 
poſe to make them fit and meete to be par⸗ 
takers of his inheritance. And foz a man to 
imagine any pꝛetence fo; man in this caſe, it 
————ũ 
make him his owne maker. And if we doe 
wel to giue God al the pꝛayſe for the direc- | 
tion of this our coprnuptible: life; home may 
we be ſo bolde to aſcribe that vnco-our tab: 


not, but remaynech fuß euer, ſeeingiitis 
great deale eaſier to make vs men, then by 
vertue to — — 


this — Thart it {nas von in the 
willer,no2 in the runner; chat is to ſay, ney⸗ 
ther in merite, noꝛ woꝛthines, no2 induſtrie, 
no? will. na helpe, oꝛ any meanes that man 
can woꝛke, but in the onely goodnes of aur 
Loꝛd and Maſter, who doeth all things ar⸗ 
cording tothe counſel ot his good will, not 
accowding to our workes,but accoving toÞ 
r 
eee the woꝛlde mas. And 


this 
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Of the excellence 


thisonghtofatruechcontenvs and ſuffice 
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— — demande inlike ſozte 


his graces moze vpon ſume che vponother, 
as to ————— beaſtes, why 
— afanah 


— 
as couching the elect them ſelues, why — 
is lo great undes berweene them, why they | 


are ſo vncleane, and he very cleannes it ſelfe, 
andſo-in IE —— 


nfo: making ſuch a difference betwene 


eU,J ſap, ic mult fufiſe vs im good and all, 
— —— — with 8. A 
inowe more, wa 


( 


gappe to rate 
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| "qnvyermpmemmngianors oe dhe, 


bis creatures as he hath bone: but becauſe 
chat reaſon is hidden within his ſecret coun- | 
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of a Chriſtian man. 


kinde of madnes . Therefoze when we ſee 
that ſome haue this honour done them, chat 
they are made Chiltians as well as other, 
though we ſee no euident cauſe why it ſhould. 
beſo, ———— — 


ſapeth, and creature of God, createn in Je- g- 
ſus Chil, and that God hath bleſſed him oe d 
withallfpiritualbleſlings in heautly things 


God. 


in him, as he chole himinhimbefoze the fofi- | 
vation of the woꝛlde, being pꝛedeſtined of 
God to adopt him ta him ſelfe, arcoming ts 
the goodpleaſure of his will to the payſe ok 
his rare, which he hath powzed out mote 
— — vpon him, in all wyſedome and 
vnderſtanding, and to whom he hath gien 
to knowe the ſecret of his will, actoꝛding to 
his euerlaſting decree which he purpoſed in 
ä — byno other 
meanes;then ol him ſelle. a 

So then to come to the regenerationofa orthe re- 
huſtian, and to ſpeake ofthe oder that is Ser ch 
holden therin, Firit of al we may not denne gi.« 

e ee 


Of che excel 


whothoughe tharas foemeas þ hne 
nules went into other bodies: nei⸗ 


cher may weeame of ny nacurall genera 
power of man, whereby this man 
ſhould be made after this ſozte : ton this ge⸗ 


tian oz 


neration is not wought by a coꝛruptible & 
— ———— 


deſtruction: but by an other and ſecond ge⸗ 


neratiũ which is ſpiritual, made of an holy e 


vnco2ruptible ſeeve, whiche is the woꝛde of 


God preached, whereby thei that are appoin- 


ted to ſaluation, are called and begotten to 


this; that m2edeſtination is a p preparatine of 


not, that this generation is made by the vers 


of man which ſoundeth onely in the eares, 
which God vleth as his meanes and inſtru⸗ 
ment to call all men invifferently to him: 


(o many are called ſareth Chiift, but keme 
are 


and it were to ſet a moztall man 
any encore uu 


thing but corruption, nothing can be bm | 
— — death any 


ö — | 


— — effectandthe | 
accompliſhment : and yet mp meaning in 
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and no 


were ſo pearcing ol it ſelf as to wak aa rege⸗ 


neratiõ in the ſoule ol man bit Jay, it ia by 
another inward calling of God, by the men. 
nes ofthe outward which is wꝛought bymã, 
which in warde calling makech it ſelfe heard. 


within, by dawing the hart vnto it, which re⸗ 
cepueth the witnes of the euerlaſting grace, 
and without which, the voice of man could be 


but a bare ſoumde that vaniſheth away in the 


and a literall pꝛeaching dead without- 
— — time being ot litle valew, 
vnlelle the increaſe be giuf by vercue of that 
life which is reſerued onely fa them whiche 
ee 
ofy would, oꝛding to the pur W 
of theirs: to whom onelx it is 
giuen to knowe the ſecrets of the kingdome 


of heauen, all other men being ſhutout m 
deafe and blinde, cõceyued and bozneſuch ol 


the 


the ligheof | 
to'Chriſte, vnleſle he haue a ſpeciall gracd 
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Of che excellencie 


who thought that as ſoone as þ bodies were 
dead the ſoules went into other bodies: nei⸗ 
ther may we dzeame of any naturall genera⸗ 
tion-02 power of man, whereby this man 
ſhould be made after this ſozte : fo this ge⸗ 
neration is not woight by a coruptible c 
vncleane ſeede, as the firſt was whereof we 
are-all-partakers, which can engender no⸗ 
thing but coꝛruption, nothing can be bonne 
of fleſpe but fleſhe, whoſe ende is death and 
deſtruction: but by an other and ſecond ge⸗ 
neratid which is ſpiritual, made ok an holy e 


vncozruptible ſeede, whiche is the woꝛde of | 


God preached, whereby thei that are appoin- 
ted to-ſaluation, are called and begotten to 
him. Fo? in deede there is no other differfce- 
betweene Pꝛeveſtination, and Calling, but 
this, chat pꝛedeſtination is a pꝛeparatiue of 
— — effect and the 
actompliſhment: and yet mp meaning is 
not, that this generation is made by the ver⸗ 
tue ol one ſimple woꝛde vtteredby the voyce 
of man which ſoundeth onely in the cares, 
which God vleth as his meanes and inſtru⸗ 
ment to call all men invifferently to hm: 
(fo2 many are called, ſayeth Chaiff, but fewe: 
are choſen, and it were to ſet a moztall man 
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were ſopearcing o it ſelf as to uk a rege: 


nes ofthe outward which is wꝛought by mã, 
which in warde calling maketh it ſelle hearn 
within by mawing the hart vnto i,whichre- 
| cepueththe witnes of the everlaſting 
| nd without which;chevoiceofmancouldbe: 
 butabareſoundethat vaniſheth away inthe 
ayꝛe, anda literall pꝛeaching © dead without: 
any fruit the ſeede time being of litle valem, 
vnleſſe thechcreaſebegiuf by vertue of that 
life which is reſerued onely foꝛ them whiche 
were d vnto it from the beginning 
ofy would, accoding tu the purpoſe of God, 
and na purpoſe of theirs: to whom onelyitis: 
giuen to knowe the ſecrets of the kingdome 
of heauen, all other men being ſhut out and 
belt to their owne nature, whereby they are 


deafe and blinde, cõceyued and boꝛne ſuch of: | 


the vncleane ſeede of their parentes, hauing 
whiche can 


|  noeclprehende che mpſterieof God:forhis 
woꝛde is couered and hidden to chem, lo chat 
they tan no mote perteyue the glozious and 
bright ſhining light ol it then bünde men c> 
the light of the Sunne: fo no man can came 


— ——— 


neratiũ in the ſoule ol man but J ſap, it ia by 
another inward calling of — | 
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Of the excellencie - 

ginen him from aboue: 
YN Bibs * Noweascouching the ay that our hem | 
becommeth d uenty father taketh in framing a Ciyiſtian 
aCleiſtia. nan, this it is, he firlt determinev in him ſell 
tomake — o — glo- 1 


| 


— — — | 
Ann to this effect he appopnted im an onely | 
amd ſole Peviatour, Jeſs Chift his ones 
begotten Sonne, ot one ſelfe ſame ſubſtance . | 
with him ſeife, euen God euerlaſting. to the 
— O— 1 


arenen arcane. to ſis $ 
ſteyne the indgement of God, and woozthie | 
pnoughto appeaſe his math by the offering 
bp ofhimſelfe, the iuſt dying fo the vniuſt; 
and to ſanctifte all his elect, aboliſhing they? | 
ſinne in them by the communication of his 
—— quickening them by his reſurret⸗ 
tion. ſhort, he determined with him 
ſelfe toctite themhis ſonne, and in him what 
ſweuer is requilite fo their ſaluation, as alſo | 
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his wowwe,which he lowerh,and caulethit.to | 
n ops election Tola OR : 


gyſtes and graces, and whereas ; they wert 
farre of from him, he maketh them dzawe | 
neareto — bt Are — a 


diuine: aud by this meanes tranſiateth them 5 
from the kingvome of darkenes, into the 
ting Dome of light, tranſpozteth them from 2 


fed them into the body of his Donne, he 
— — 
him ſelfe one with them, maketh them his 
childzenandhey2es,partakers of his immo ⸗ 
talitie and gloꝛie, and all this he wozketh by, * 
the in ward bertue ot his holy Ghoſt, c with 
an other maner of efficacie then by reſtoʒing 
p reliques of free will, as ſome popiſh mates 
vie to ſpeake, ſeeing that all the remainder 
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he other hath no end. S. Auguſtin 
intpke ſont, Is not this a kinde of ſchole,far 
fromthe ſenſe of the fleſhe, wherein the Fa- 
ther is the ſcholemaſter that teacheth vs to 
come to him, and the Sonne of God is the 
woe wherebyhe teacheth, and whiche en- 
treth by the eare euen to the heart, where is 
alſo the Spirit ofthe Father and) Sonne, 
= — 
| | n. * 
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apart. fo) the wales of the Trinitie me in 

the Donne, it is by him that maketh many | 
—ͤ—U— — . 
we ſee it not, becauſe this —— „ 
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. ſoule, oꝛ an other e 
ecerecion (n{ubllance, but inqualitie.byrepayzing the | 
din. Image ol God in him by an inward renews | 
pea it is a wozke which ſettech out vnto us 
no leſſe vertue and power of God, then that 
whereby Jeſus Chꝛiſt was rayſed from the 
dead, and placed at the right hand of God his 
Father. To be ſhoꝛt, it is done by the wo 
as hy the oꝛdinarie inſtrument whiche m 
keth vs partakers of Chziſt,and frameth the 
vur hearing be opened by ppreaching of the 
Golpell, the wozve can not enter into the 
heart and the preaching is mought by the 
voyce of man aſſiſted hy the inward vertue aß 
the holy Ghoſt, which man mult be ſent bya 
tpectalgrace of God,to declare vnto * I 
"dj s 
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rinere of the node uf the moꝛde of God, if it be recey: | 
merke or Vedſpneerely as it is, ſo there is none moze | 


God is Nopſomeandhurtful, tnarredwith 


not 
j 


Mother to all them! 
- and whoſoeuer is not begs 
gotten of an harlot andhathe an harlot fo? 
his mother, who begetteth chilv2en for the 
Deuill,x to euerlaſting death: ſeeing there 
is noentrance into p life that remapneth fo2 . 
euer, but onely fox them whom this mother 
kepeth,anvguyvech,and gonerneth: to that 
whoſo.is out of her boſome, it is impoſlivle 
And as in p fleſhly generation there is one 
lawful and an other ball: 2 ſofarerhic ain 
* 4iit, 


Two kindes full 


of ſpiritual! 
generation. 


tie, whoſe vnderſtanding is coprupt, going 
þ * on 


the ſpirit, and the ſecond after the fleſhe, n 
are hereby knowen the one from the other 
that the one is conceyued and made by che 
ſpirit of trueth, of a chaſt mother, that in 

chaſt and faithful to her huſ band JES 
and lyes, of a mother that playeth the hat» | 
lot with Satan, by bzeaking her pzomeſſe | 
made to Chziſt,and yet no nithitant ne if 

of Judas: 


ſing him with a trecherous kiſſe 


and lyke an hypocrite and di 


lot as ſhe is, contenteth her ſelfe 


a pure 
foze be 


and 


b 


i. 


ne begettech lawefillchildzen, 1 
childzen of light, begotten of the inmmozcall 
ſeede, and beautified with rightcouſnes and 
holpnes, to the ende ſapeth Saint James, 
that they may be the ſirſt fruites of his crea· 
tures, chat is to ſap, choſen and ſet a part ſrũ 
all other men, and ſequeſtred to be an holy 
offering; the other, on the contrarie ſide, be⸗ 
getteth childꝛen oldarkenes co Satan, ol a 
moꝛtall ſeede, which are woꝛkers af inigu⸗ 


yet vnderacoloure ofgoviynes, wiledome,t - 


bythe rr of les hy whomthe pure hyight- 
nes of true voctrine is ſtopped vp, ann the 
ſeruice of God diſfigured with many kindes 

wickednes,# 


of ſuperſtitions, idolatrie and 


herby thei aw other into errour. 

' Amongeft all the childzen thus beggted, An 
the man of ſinne & childe of —— — 
notoꝛious, in whome the ſpirit of Satan ne RG 
wellett in all fulnes as hedoeth allo in cht ke chest. 
which haue receiued his marke in their foze- 
heads and handes, and this —— 
him ſelte aboue all that is called God, and 


— wharlvenerio be;wherinths 


woꝛſhip of the Loꝛd ſtãdeth, which he tranſs ⸗ 
ferreth to him ſelle, in ſo much as he ſitteth 


in the t of God, and maketh warre as 
gainſt Chꝑiſt, with power of illuſion and de⸗ 
tetueablenes, the like whereof was neuer 


ſeene, bearing abooke in his hand, which is 
ſweete in the hand, but bitter in the heart 
ſo much the moze deadly to the conſciences 
of men, by howe muche it is pleaſant to 
mans ſenſe and reaſone, and giueth him oc⸗ 
—ꝛ— H— 


The 


neile at it, ſeeinc that euen in this bodily 

like; we perceiue ſuche a vertue, as the re 
lon wherofour ſenſes are not able to atteine 
vnts.As fo; example, there is none ot vs, but 
d}aweth che vital ſpirit ofthe axꝛe, and we al 

keelethe motion ofthe ape, wherby we both 
dame in our death, and bjeathe out, and yet 
there is not one of vs that can tel, frõ whence 
this mouing commeth, oz whither it goeth. 
And though euery one of vs feele in him ſelf 
the vertue of the ape, yet we knowe not che 
beginning and the cauſe of it. Mel then, if in 
this tranſitozie life which is gone in a mo⸗ 
ment, we ſee a marueilous vertue whereby 
God wozketh ſo mightely in it, that it pal⸗ 

ſeth the reache ol our ſenſes, howe is it pol⸗ 
ſible-to fetch within the compaſſe of our vn- 
derſtanding this „ 
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thongh wemnere me tobeleue any moje;the 
we are able to perceiue byÿ vewe oftheeie* 
— — ras . 


roman neon 
uer dꝛieth vp: euẽ ſo when the Chiiſtian mii 
is once made partaker or this light, it ci ne⸗ 
ner be ſo put loꝛth and choked vp in him but 
there remaineth ſtill ſome ſparke alway in 
him uch is the foxce ol the woe when it is 
once kindled in the heart of man by the holy 
Ghoſt, who beareth him witnes that he is 
the childe of God, ind cauſeth him to folowe 
heart, and holdeth him in a ſtedy and cont: 
nuall obedience of iuſtice. And therelme 
G DD ſweth by his Prophet Ezechiel 
Thathee giueth them that ure his, aneme 
in his owinantes ton his holy ſpirit purlueth 
his grace in them, euen to the ende. Fo 
though there be ſometime ſome bꝛeaches 
cracks in their faith. as we haue alteratiũõs in 
bsbyrealonof our fratlenes,moued 770 — 


| : by lech not to haue alwayes am exe to God: and 


tt belell to Dauid) that 
be foz a ſeaſon ſo dead on ſleepe with ſuche 


Of the excellencie 


ſuch violence as Satan wozkerh againſt vs. 4 


ud though the mightnes of our faith be 
daſelen with che thicke and obſcure darke⸗ 
nes of tentation: yet notwi 


char mode is though it lo falout(as we know 


ablockiſhnes of ſinne, that there 


Dauid ptayeth fox this cauſe that it may be 
 cefſtozed co him) yet notwithſtanding this 
ſeede, whereby God regeneratech his elect, 


Ait is inco2ruptible dieth not, though it be 


fo2 a ſeaſon as it were choked, ſo that a man 


would thinke, that all reuerence and feare of 


God were cleane put out. Net there is a cole 
under chele alſhes, whiche kindleth and ta⸗ 
kethfpre againe, and this roote commeth to 
ſpurt fozth,whenaman would haue thought 
it had bene cleane dead. Fo2 the vertue and 
goodnes of God is ſuch that it 


whom God hath once touched 


ſhoꝛt whyle:foꝛ he is conſtrained to ſap, that 
that which he belieued, is a trueth, ſeeing it 
eam not be by fleſhe #blood , but by the light 


of God, 


the Chꝛiſtian man 


appeareth 
not any one ſparke of the ſpirit in him (as 


oupmalice, ſochat; that man may be ſure of 
Hisſaluation, 
with a liuely faith, though it werebuta very 
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rapſt them vp all in che latter day. And a- 
gatne, My ſheepe ſayth he, heare mp voyce, 


' . andfollowe me, J knowe them, and giue 


them euerlaſting life, and no man ſhall take 
chem out of myne hande. So then, ſeeing 


2 promiſey thar chat mai which hath 


once taken liuely roote in him, ſhall neuer 
be plucked vy all that are of the flocke of his 
, are out of to be euer 

caſt awap,becauſe the purpoſe of God which 
he hath decreed vpon chem is ſtedfaſt ; and 


therefo2e hee taketh them apart and ſayeth 

vnto them in this wyſe: keare nut, litle flock, 

— hoe 
of kingdom or heauen: 


fo2 to whom ſoeuer 
—— beleuing is giuẽ, to the ſame man 

giuẽ 5 gift ot cõtinuance accowing to 
che vertue of ÿ holy Ghoſt which is euerla⸗ 
ſting,wherby the Chꝛiſtian man is, renued # 
his foꝛte remaineth fo euer: fo: otherwiſe 


were it not continuing fo2 euer, the grace oak 


God · could not be alwayes ſure and ſtable, 
And onthe other ſide, it were to great 
doltiſhe blockiſhnes © diſtruſt, to doubt whe⸗ 
cher the Sonne of God in his pꝛayers fo2 
the Elect, that their faithe might not faple 


whonmy facher bath ginen me bar wit. 


the ſentence of peace is ratiſied to them and 


eren 


them, 


ofa Chriſtian 10 man. 
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meete thing fo his ED 
mm Ws ets be truelp 
them, "batches — — 
to roote vp. W ma 
— euery man ſee chat the 
ſpirit 


them, 
— 


change his decree, noꝛ 


oy nn 
tian man, whereby he is knowen from all 
other, an is of greater accompt then allo || 
ther : not that Spirit whereby all crea | 
— — — 
by a — — hich 


Chitin man Lhenhe cemetatch hin bas. 
the mimber of his childꝛen, arid ſeparateth | 
him fromall other, and ſundzech him from | 
On 


whereby the image of Godisimpzinted ina 
IAgiſtian, and ſerueth hun fot an earneſt pẽ⸗ 
ny ok his ſaluation: and in deede putteth him | 
in polleſſion and a certaine enioying of his | 
adoption, whiche is giuen him by a ſpeciall 
grace of God, tobzing that to paſſe by a ſe: 
tret working , which he determined in his | 
ſecret counſel to bing to paſſe in him, by his 
miqhtie hand ſhewing him ſelle to be a moſt 
gracious and louing father by his teſtimony: : 
— then which, and more certaine, we 
can 


tte power of God to 
beleueth to hing him to the kingdom ohen. 
uen: fox in deede, what can there be male 
ET NEG, 


offenſiue to reaſon, then to heare a mm ſay, 
that God is made e become a moꝛtall man, 
that lite was ſubiect to death, dul 

n D. i, coug- 


Ofthoencellencie 


Covered withaſhewof ſinne;bleſſingſubiect 


F 
ranſomed from death, & made p 
bleſſed immoztalitie, to the end they mate 
obtemlife,+p iuſtice might raigne, ſinne be⸗ 
ing once aboliſhed: andlaſtofal t totheendþ 
death it ſelf æ maledictionmightbe ſwalows 


edup, and therfoze, that we haue to enter in⸗ 


to gloꝛie by ignominie, into felicitie by my⸗ 
ſeries, and into life by death. 


nt from all other light of knowledge & 
th which pꝛoceadeth from the per 
man, it is nedeleſſe to alleage any other ex 
le, thẽ the example ol that faith, which is 
in moſt part of themp beare the name of 
Chiiftians,# pet haue nothing but p bare ti⸗ 
tle, aud beleue in Jeſus Chniſt, becayſe they 
haue bene ſo learned # taught frõ father to 
ſonne, x are ſo perſuaded, becauſe they ſee o⸗ 
cher men þ liue wthem, beleue ſo: the eſpe- 


wiſeſt, p moſt religious, perſuade them ſel- 
ues their heades cannoterre: Soß ifthey 
had chanced to haue bene bone in anyother 
countrie oꝛ religion, they would as eaſely 
haue bene perſuaded to it as to that which 
now LAID yore and are perſuaded. e true, 

eing 


And mozcouer che linke is hure bi | 


* 
by 
1 
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cially whom they take to be the holieſt, the 


of x Chriſtian man. 
ſeeing their knowledge is gotten by reaſon 
and diſcourſe of man, not giuen of God and 
from aboue, but cold, fleſhly, weake, and very 
changeable which hath no other end but a pe⸗ 
culiar reſpect ot his owne, and nothing leſle 
then to be touched with the glozie of God, 
Neither doe they receiue Jeſus Chailte fox 
ſuch an one, as he is offred of God the father 
inthe Goſpel by a liuely faith pꝛoper to the 
elect , but while they p2okellehis name, they 
ſpoile him ok his glozie,vertue, and dignitie; 
to tranſterre it to creatures amd mens imuen⸗ 
tions in ſteade of the Creatoꝛ. 

And therefoze it foloweth, that this man 


The Chri- 
ſtian can nos 


which we ſpeake ol, cã not be diſterned from be kuowen 


other by any iudgement of mans ſenſe q rea⸗b 
ſon, but by a ſpiritual iudgement by compa⸗ 
ring ſpiritual things with ſpirituall things: 
forthe Chyiſtian people are butaſmal flock, 
contemptible , ſcattred here one there one 
in $ thickeſt of a number that are falſely cal⸗ 


the lighs 
mas ſenſe 


led the people of God and Chiſtians; ſep# — 


rate from cõmõ ozder of mẽ̃ q ſet apart as a 
treaſireÞ God reſerueth foꝛ him ſell hiddẽ x 
withdꝛawẽ from p ſight # knowledge of me, 
as à fem graines of come vnder a great deale 
of char in a flooꝛe:ſoß it is not reputatiũ, no⸗ 
e oꝛ other appe⸗ 

» I | 


The onel 
marke of 


ſpirit of 
Sr. cau-· 


knowe a 


| rancethatmaneſtemeth(beitnener ſogls- 
riout) which we haue to reſpect, as S. Paul 


know him ſelf, And the ft effect of this in 


ſeth vs to pture calleth Adoption, which is not com⸗ 
mon to allthe woꝛld, as Jeſus Chiiſt giueth 
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willeth the Corinth. to conſider , ö there are 
but a fem called 


few noble, a fewe mightie,+ ol authoꝛitie af- 


ter the ſleſh:neither haue we to reſpect the tis 


tle, oꝛ outward p2ofeſſion,ne yet the outwary 


ſigne ol Baptilme, as it is mitten, All they 


that are of Jſrael, are not Iſraelites, no all 


they Abꝛahams childꝛen, which are boꝛne of 
Abjaham, although they haue all one ſelfe 
ſuame marke of Circumciſion: but it is the 


marke of the Spirit of God, which we mult 


haue regard vnto, ſeeing that all ſignes and 
appearances, becauſe they are onely without, 
| are vnpnofttable, without the holy wozking 
of the inward, wherein truely conſiſteth the 


witneſle , whereby a Chyiſtian man may 


ward vertue of God, is that which the Scri⸗ 


vs to vnderſtãd, ſaving, That he pꝛayeth not 
. ſhem, wh 


ther place, That p pꝛaile 
pf men, but of God, accoꝛding 


to his good 


founda⸗ 


amongſt them, a few wie, a 


father hath giuen him, as it is laid in an o⸗ 
praiſe of p adoption is not 


paſar an grace gui Chl before the 


— 


beg⸗ 
gerly, wherby euery 1 
aconfrmitewith Chu, that dere 


receined nothingbut the ſpirit of the world, 
hath no vnderſtanving of thoſe things which 
— ofy ſpirit of God. Fox, ſaith S. Paul euẽ 
as no man knoweth$ things that are in mã, 
but only ſpirit ſo no mã know⸗ 
— God ſur the pie — —.— 
1 bat he i — 1 
him a VF ec is 
ö — _ 


ter this — 2 
1 128 D. ii. lech in 


har ow ym wt fore 
wr mes aero And in 


without af- 
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continuance. 


of theexcellencie 


 lethinv;cuenbythe holy Gholt whom he 
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ſpirit beareth recoꝛde with our ſpirit; that 
we are the childzen ol God and that it is not 
by the ſpirit of the wozlve but by the ſpirit 
of God, that weknowe thoſe thinges which 
are ginenvs of God, to wit; our adoption, x 
hope uf euerlaſting life, and moze, that we art 
able to ſay and to ſay truely, þ they are none 
of Chꝛiſtes whichhaue not this inward wit- 
——— —— 


deede ſering that continuance is a neteſſarie 


thing fo2 ſaluation, what faith were it if it | | 
RSA amet and certaintie to: 
dconti⸗ 


perſuaſion foz a 
ve rg cr ae wht 
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Of theexcellencie. 


they deſerue it by their wozkes anymeriteg, . 
whereas the regenerate haue within them 

ſuch a feeling of the loue of Godin nit, 

that they ſee them ſelues out of doubt moſt | 
alluredly ſaued in him, and can not perſunde 

chem lelues chat Chriſt, to whom the father 

hath giuen all power to iudge, can pronofice | 

—— againſt tholehisbzethzen and mẽ⸗ 

bers, fox whom he died vpon the Croſſe. 

1 This Chziſtianmi hath acertaine knowe | 

bee Chri lenge by the effects which the ſame ſpirit. of 

6ar+yrbe God hingeth forth in hum, that hehath this | 

Gods ſpiric gilt of faith, fo2 as ſone as hee cauſeth hun 

w kin; though his vertue and mightie working to | 

 feeleapeaceandvnſpeakeable reſtinhisc$+ | 


,contenteth and ſati(* 


ficth it, he mainteinethhimina ſpiritual iop, | 
inereaſeth the ſtudie of good wozkes in hun, 
inflameth him in z loue of God, maketh him | 
———— N 
fanourable , with ſuche an aſſurance of his | 
. grace,thathe reiopcethand triumpheth with | 
« bolde and cherefull countenance.inÞ hoye 
of euerlaſting glozie, in ſo muche that he is 
"not afraped to pꝛelent him leife-befoze his 
Godandcallvpon hym as his father, with 
perfect allurance to obceine at his handes 


8 
139 
[ " 


of a Chriſtian man, 


ok his fapth, & ſo conſequently at his electid, 
Fdmꝛa Chniſtian nan ſtriueth not to enter 
into the Danctuarie of — to 


bold then godly wyſe will nedes intrude a 
thuſtin chem ſelues moſt arrogantly in to 
the ſecretes of God, finding nothing in the 
ende but a male which they are neuer able to 
get out of: foꝛ neyther is it meete that che 
height of the wiledome of God ſhoulde be 
lubiect to the ſenſe of man, to ſeeke it out 
tuen to his But the Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian being once come tothe way of fapth, x 
holvinghim — from 


. Lon 
ſpeaketh, chere to be- 


ber; as'S. 
holde the tr of his Election, and pet 
fo all chat voeth not become thereby negli 
gent andviſlolute,but cleane contrarie 
— after that more diligently applie him ſelfe to 

a God; tu be his inſtrument of righteoulies, 
e abe continuing moſt renerently to make his le- 
Leit chan ctiun moe ſteady and ſure by good workes, 
yo lyfe. which God hath prepared fo his Elect to 
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| + of a Chriſtian man. 
they haue this knowledge — 
— 


in thẽ ſelues that . knowio 


an other bee 
ſide him 
ſelf, whe- 


not able to knowe aſluredly-of an other man ther be be 


they knowetobe inthem | 
— hypocriſie that is naturally in 
the heart of m4, wholly vilgupſedand ſeaſed 
with a thouſand kinde of maſ kings, wheres 
with he dereyueth not onel other men, but 
him ſelfe alſo: and mozeouer becauſe this 
pledge of ſounding mens hearts, & kno- 


- x... 4 Chriftian 


the knowledge of his, as he keepeth them 


Cloſe vnder his ſeale, as S. Paul laperh. yea 
at ſuch time as when they do not as pet ep⸗ as 

ther knowe him, oꝛ them ſelues. Durelytbe 
fight of man is too weake to enter ſo karre 
as £0 iudge aſluredly whether the ſeede of 
the wozd of Godbe rooted deepe ynough in 
che end he ſhould nat raſhly take ſo much by: 
pon him God hath taken a gnod oꝛder foxit; 
warning vs dayly by experience, howe farre 
= — — as 
| totheright wap, whiche ſeemed tu vs tobe 
| vecerlycaſtaway ** 
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. of a Chriſtian man. 
within them ſelues , becauſe they can not 
thꝛoughly examine them ſelues in their 
heartes, noꝛ make good pꝛofe of them ſelues 
whether Chꝛiſt dwel in them oꝛ no, ſo full ot 
vanit ie is the heart of man. : 


Fo? thus it is that the ſeeve of the wowe The a 
of God hathnot life in them to continue and ene be- 


| . dwellthere wirhout copruption: though 


not liuelx, ſo that the taſte which they get of 

the goodnes of God, is but fo2 awhyle, and 
pet that too very confuſed, and very irreſo- 
lute: and in lite ſo2t,in thet that God lighte⸗ 
knowe his grace, it is without ingrauing p 
true efficacie in them, which is impzinted in 
» Chiiftians heart, which they neuer knew, 
becaule they recepue not the vertue of the 
Spirit of GOD in deede, ne haue the true 
clearenes of fapth but onely to ſerue them 
fo2 greater condemnation , and make them 
voyde of all excuſe. And in that that Goven- 
treth into their heartes, it is to no other ende 
but that his bountie and trueth may be kno⸗ 
wen to them by the Spirit ol | 
without further comunicating with them, 


the Dpirit of adoption. And this is the mat⸗ 
comme: 


ter,whp through want of ablenes to 


hende 


twene the 
if true and 


ſeeme to haue taken roote in them, yet it is <2==*ricis 


| Of theexcellencie - 


thenalightand fly knowle 


ore Can in a ground ſowed with divers ſeedes; | 
ke dye, knowe one ſeeve from another, which ſhall | 
bꝛing foꝛth fruit & which ſhal nat, yea though | 

tt haue already put fozth, yea and that mode 
, though it be al eared.Uherefoze euen as 
Solon ſapedto Creſus Ring of Lydia that na 
man is to be counted happie beloze his den | 


thes day, becauſe ol many miſeries and calas 
mities which may befall him: euen ſo I ſay, 
that no one mã can know an other man tho⸗ 


teſt felicitie that is betoꝛe p ende ofhis race, 
And foꝛ this ende and purpoſe Ieſus Þ ſonne 


bende his vnchangeable will, they can not 
conſtantly embace his trueth to haue maze 


arneſl dee of it,no2 hae 
anearneſt deſire to loue Godheartily as his 

_ Childzen do, Perenf it followeth, that aman | 
— . can no moꝛe know certapnely,whether an o⸗ | 
— 25 


rowly tobe a Chiiſtian, (whiche is the grea | 


of Sirach warneth vs to iudge of no man be⸗ 


koze his death, becauſe, he, that is t 
——— — 


bin all his lyfe long. Foz ſome ſhew euident 
tokens, that they were neuer other before 


ſome, chat thei were neuer Chiltians, 


chogh |} 


* 
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ned, they neuer made any ſhewe of it: other 
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Aa« +*% aa FAO Au T AE err moo a. r Cocos MMA r r "© EY 


of a Chriſtian man. 


they made ſhewe of that — acute 
nomber ofyeeres : foz witnes wherof, let vs 
— — 
hanged with Chailt on the other. This 

22 —— ů r 
— — God hath cholen to 
be true Chꝛiſtians, ſhalbe true Chaiſtians, 
what malice & vnbeliefe ſoeuer they be pꝛe⸗ 
ſently giuen vnto: and they alſo on the o⸗ 
ther ſide, of whome he hath fozeleene that 
—— ſhalbe ſuch 

be they neuer ſo good and of a true pꝛo⸗ 
feſſion at this inſtant: foꝛ he is a Chiſtian 
alwayes, which hath bin foꝛekno wen and ap⸗ 
poynted before from the beginning to be a 
Chaiſtian, 
So then it appeareth that there is great a cri 
difference betwene that iudgement whiche manmay'be 
—— (— 4 
d iudgement which he can make of another e * 

man, becauſe the certeintie of faith remay⸗ how: 

nethſhutvp within, and ſtretcheth not ſo far 
as to be knowen in other, ſeeing that the 
Spirit of G O D beareth all the elect wit- 
neſſe of their calling. But as foz an other 
man, wee knowe not howe to iudge of 
bim, fue: onely by the outwarde man, 
n often . 


And yet notwithſtanding by the invgement 
nl charitie we map accompthim foꝛ a Chzi- 
tian, in whom we finde, (lo farre as the ere 
— — 1 
nut to be fruitleſſe, chat is to ſay, that peas 
thing ol the Goſpel is not only in woꝛde hut : 
in vertue of the holy Ghoſt,conſidering that Þ - 
where weſee the ſignes ol Gods electiunass 
we tate them, there we haue occaſidtohope 
well, and not vefraude our neighbour ofa 
charitable, friendly, and louing iudgement. 
3 FJqq mozeouer and beſide that the good na- | - 
ST ture which ought tobe ina Chyiltia, leaveth 
vs to hope well of al men. S. Paul wiiting | 
tothe Theſlalonians,is ſo bolde as to aſſure. 
them, that their election is of Gov, ſpeaking 
1 | ————— | 
of the vertue of the — 
eth, he ſawe in them, by euident effectes of 
fapth, the carefull and papnefull charitie to- 
wardes theirneighbours, the ſure hope and 
ſtedfaſf continuancein wayting fo2 the m 
nifeſtation of Jeſus Chꝛiſte, withpacience Þ 
— — the 
length of time, and of all afflictions of the 
ale n Caches aks whome he . 


of aChuiſtian man: 
miteth, That he allureth him ſelf chat faith 
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— — ing in deede its 


not expedient no2 mete fo bs tu haute know- 1 
— —— ö 
that thereby be! 


choughallmenwere dur bpethzen in Chai, | 
it is ſufficient that — 1 


— dilkinet] —— te operati * 
ons of þ jol Ghoſtin — here x 
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of a Chriſti | 


ig no other way to knowe a Chriſtian man 


Anm ſeeing it is oas we haueſaive,that a To know 


Chiti mam na man made a new creature Surg 
as touching his nature, by a ſeconde byꝛth, 
is euident, that that can not be done vnleſle 


fleſhe,chat is to ſay, his firſt nature which is 


the old man, Foz he can not in any wyſe be 
— — of heaven, vnleſ 
—— of all the operations 
of the fleſhe, which ſinne woozketh in him. 
Fo2 as long as we are Adams childzen, and 
noching els but men, we are ſuche flaues to 
we be made new men by the death of the firſt 


— — 


man by the 

it outward ef 
ſectes of the 
holy Ghoſt 


the firſtnature dye, and this man put of the in tum. 


fromour nuthers wombes, which is called 


— — Uiuificatic — 


areoutofvoube-þ chiefeſt operations of the 


holy Ghoſt in aChyiſtian man: ſo that, euen 


* nnen, paſſing by 
lt, 


_ Atification, 
two of the 
chiefeſt ef- 
fects ofthe 


Spirit of 


by God in a 


Chriſtian, 


| this can not be, but foxthwith his vyle, bale, 


O eee 


venth to euerlaſting lyfe which 
in 
he toke of vs: eu lo Seen: 
—— renued to a better lite, accompanied 
— — wonkes fo2 it: and 
0nd eg, — 
——.— by caſting vowne of him ſelle, 
wiſedome,and reaſon,and al hig 
— paſſions, which caſting downe 
— — — p2oceedeth from a liuely taſt ann 
the goodnes of our heauenly Fu- 
—— is knowen to be Gods | 
e, and inheritour of al his bleſſings : fox | 


carnal and earthely affections 1 
andbecome dead mim recon | 


beeve ſhewe him ſelfecote 
ET nee 
tayne force in it to expell and caſt out the 
— — — 
there is rapſed vp in vs the ſtate x 
condition of abetter nature, ſhem their fruit 


inhim, asby Baptilme 
— — pp 


 followeiris nakedand bare,andal baptiine . | 


Jeſus Chniſe, c that hath not this vertue ts | 


true lyfe is 2 
it marke of a 


Chriſtian. 


— for ire ofavope | 


 earthlyfilthines © efpling of the fleſh,asthe 


ae 3 — 
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dentothemariage 


without this cleannes no man can 
be ioyned to him, to cleaue faſt to 


tion to be in one, but the ſpirit of ſanctiſicatiũ 
muſt alſo nedes be in hun: foꝛ by it, it is that 
pfaithful are called Saincts, as ſanctified x 
made holy of God, conſecrated e ſet apart fri 
mophane e common vſe, c ſeparated from al 


veſſels, garments, temples, c ſwete ſmelling 
ſacrifices were, which might not be applyed 


to any other vle, but chat y was holy and ve 


dicate to the gloꝑie of God. Fo it is meeteþ 
they that are lightened with the doctrine of 
ſaluation, ſhould ſhewe them ſelues an other 
ſo:t of men, then they that walke after p vas 
nitie of their owne bꝛaines, being ouercoue- 
red with darknes, becauſe they neuer felt an 
light oftruech: ſd that to ſinde an holy mũã in 
deede ( which is the Chꝛiſtian man we neede 
not ſeeke him in an heremitage o2 deſert, : 
in ſome clole place that is walled about,ſepa- Þ} 


ts rate from the conuerſation and common life 


of men, eyther in garments, meate, ceremo⸗ 


. 


feaſt are know? from os | 
— ſayhto the ſame pur 


marke of 


betwene 


ſoeuer is about him, to line in God, referring 
the partes of his life to him as to their onely 
end, without further ſearche ol things that 

pleaſe him ſelfe , but fuche onely as pleaſe | 
him, and as he well lyketh of foꝛ the aduan- | 
cement ofhis glozie: and ſo by this way & el 
fect of moꝛtiſication, he caſteth of al conſide⸗ 


Charitie and 
the loue of 


eur ſclues. natural lone which is common to all men, 1 
which is nothing els, to ſpeake truely, but a 
loue ok our ſelues , accozdingly as every 

man is inclined to haue a care of ** 


Osche enen, 


marke of marke k tokẽ wherby they p are his are mar- 
msn keyEknowftobe his diſciples: 


not only by 
à cõmon loue towards al men, as al men are 


one fleſhe, and al created and faſhioned to the 


moe ſtraight and preciſe, by how much the 
image of God ſhineth mote clearely inthe, 
whom he hath befoꝛe regenerate 


the Chniſtia man foꝛgetteth him ſelf, x what⸗ 


ration of him ſelf, and layeth-aſive all fleſhly 


bour, befoꝛe any reſpect of him ſelf: Do that 
this loue is an other manner ol loue, thẽ that 


And thertoze, as by moztifying of him ſelf, 


image ol God, but alſo by a ſpecial x mutuall 
loue the one towards the other, ſo nuch the 


affectidto giue him ſelfwholly to his neigh- 
Aiferece bour, and pꝛeferreth the profit of his neigh- 
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A Chriſtian 
Man with- 
draweth 


Lee es Plate fas ere 


doing. 


Of the excellence, | 
i.,nothingels but awpmde char putter 
bp with pꝛyde and vanitie \anda vainepaie 
—— ſound, that is to ae, 
Thing of nothing , — a ſtins 
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of a Chꝛiſtian man, 
d2awen a ſide from ; 
- Colitarie 


place, oz 


— from ſuch 


— — 
bereue our neighbours of that duetie e 
owe them it we wil not be taken fo theeues 
——— — | 
panie and to 
eee ok 


other.as in derne 
tharvereue is che bel of a, tat is poſts | 


eee io x mam that The Chri- 
mitt en man dn eee 


mother, and helpeth 
;a a ſeruant, he b Zur 


The 
que 


ubli- 


e. 


Of the ercellencie 


ko2 we may not thinke, that this man is ol 
the number ok thoſe, whiche foꝛſake the re- 
medy that God hath eſtabliſhed fo; auoiding 
of foznication, and will nedes vpon an head 
nes ouercome the neceſlitie ofnature,raſhlp 


aſſuring them ſelues that God will helpe 


them;whichhepzomiſeth to none but to tht | 


that walke in his wayes, ne giieth the gift 
of continencie at all times to all men. 


Moꝛeouer the over and frame of an houf: 


So that in his houſe,youſhallfinde the chaſt 
wile che ſhamelared, plaine , + moveſt wife, 
decked without as ſhe is withm, no painted 


to her husband, and hating an eye vpon her 


familie, her ſeruants, her childzen : the ma 


ſer, father, and husbande, euery one in his 


degree employing him ſelle ſpncerely in his 
duetie and office , appꝛouing his doings as 


befoze God. 


— well perceiued in the houſe ofa 

Chziſtian,thathehimſelfas Paſtoure of his 
familte, inſtructech it — 
— — 


noꝛ maske ching, rendzing true obedience 


, , . 


 Anvas fon other offices dealings which : ; 
are not houſhold matters, and are without 


his houle,as aninferiour andſubiect bere: | 


uueren⸗ 


: nerenceth the higher powers, x ſubmitteth 


- 


able to their teaching, krequenteth the 
 aſſemblies,andvſeth all meanes he can, th 
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of a Chriſtian man. | 


him ſelfe willingly to them as to Gods oꝛwi⸗ 
nantes, whole minde is by this oꝛder, to go⸗ 
uerne the woꝛlde and keepe the ſtate of man 
kinde in peace and tranquillitie, payeth them 
their tributes and dueties, and ſubmitteth 
him ſelfe. freely and frankely to obey their 
lawes and commandementes , not onely fox 
neceſſities ſake, becauſe he cannot reſiſt the 
without danger ol being puniſhed fo? it, but 
alſo foz conſcience ſake, bound to do it by the 
woe of God. He honoꝛeth the Miniſterg 
Paſtours ofthe Church, as Gods meſlen- 
gers, amd ſheweth him ſelf reavy and frame⸗ 


are pꝛolitable — — 
ſeruice of God. And againe, as ſitperiour and 
placed in higher roume aboue other, he hath 
a care to execute his charge faichtully, to de⸗ 


fende the good,puniſh þ wicked, as al power 
and authozitie of man, is bound to ſerue the 


commonitie and pꝛofit of theſubiects , Jfhe 
be apaſtour , he miniſtreth the woꝛd ol God 
faithfully, and marreth not the doctrine of 


on vio⸗ 


frontit , io; Godhath placed them in 
nn aac mer 
die, 

ver the one hath ouer the other ber 


IL. 


Of theexcellencie | 


lowes no? inferiours,but ſeketh the commo- 
ditie and pꝛoũtte of all them that hee hath 
charge of, 

here Ss then the condition of all men is this, 
<harice, chat they are mutually bounde one to an 0- 


— als ther, ſo that none ol vs mayerempthim elle 


— ler from ſubiection, and cherefoꝛe whereſdeuer 
i there is loue of one toward an other, there is 
alſo interchangeable ſeruice. The higheſt 
Kings and Pꝛinces that are, are not exempt 
from it, fo2 God hath placed them in pꝛee⸗ 


minence to ſerue,as the members of the bo· 


die, what pꝛeeminence and pꝛerogatiue (oe: 
uer the one hathouer the other pet not with 
ſtanding ſerue one another, vſing ſuch pow 


ers as God hath put in them, to the pꝛoſit of 


the whole bodie, receiuing no other commo- 
ditie but that which ariſeth of the p2ofite of 
ſays is powed out vponthe whole 


— et his eyes alwayes bent vpon his vocation, as 
e vpon a pꝛinciple and ground whereby to go⸗ 
uerne him ſelf a 


many * changes and offices _= 


02 violent & tyʒãnous Loꝛdlines onerhis fs 


right,neceſlarie in al things 
to keepe the right waye, takethheede he do 
not ambitiouſly andraſhlye, take vpon him 
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ol a Chriſtian man. 


ther,hathe — moꝛe chen his cal⸗ 
things wi ich do nothing cõcerne hi 

— ey re withhis — 
dition, whatſoeuer it be, whether 
ſmal rich on pooze , bonorable o — 
loweth it and continueth in it conſtantly, and 
paſſeth not his bounds,no2 changeth it with- 
out iuſt cauſe. Fo? his affections are ruled, 
heb)idleth his naturall e ino2dinate deſires 
which couet commonly mote then mã hath, 
meaſuring his ſufficit᷑cie by the will of God, 
which he knoweth by that that befallethhim: 
and taketh all as from him, and by his pzout- 
dence, whereunto he referreth the whole cõ⸗ 
duct of him ſelfe,and whatſoener concerneth 
bim ſo that he wil do nothing, non takeought 
vpon him of his owne head, but as a ſimple 
toole & inſtrument ſubmitteth himſelt to the 
conduct ol his maſter and wozkeman,who is 
theLowofall, 11 

Andcherfozein what face ſoeuerhefinde 2 Chad 1: 
him ſell either high oꝛ lowe rich 02 pode, he tian is con- 
beareth him ſelfe alwayes moderatiy and as fa b 
ü were, in an euen balance. Pauing aboun⸗ 


er ea md ym fn ce bom 


The quali- 
ties of a 
Chriſtian. 


Of the excellence k 
ſelfe after one ſozte in what ſo euer ſtate - 
may befall him in this preſent life, making 
nothyng ſo great accompt of earthly and 
tranſitoꝛie things, as men comonly do verie 
vainely and fooliſhly. To be ſhont, che Chyi- 
ſtian man, is a veſlel ot honour, ſanctified to 
euerie good woꝛke, and a man that walketh 
after the ſpirit, and not alter the fleſh, and as 
Jeſits Chꝛiſt ſapth, that bzingeth foꝛch good 
things out of the treaſure of his heart amd 
ſpirituall vertue that is in him: foꝛ he is the 
good tree which is know? by his good fruite 
it beareth. And a man clad with the garment |} 
oklight, that walketh honeſtly as at midday 
in all mens eyes, being a paterne of good 
wozkes,and a lampe lightened with the ip 
rit ol God that ſhineth in the darkenes ofthe 
wozld by purenes of life, in whom there is 
not one piece o2 poꝛtiũ of his life, but yelveth | 
a good and ſweete ſauour of holines & loue 
to che glozie of God, and p2ofit ofhis neigh | 
bout, whether we marke his take, which is 
poudꝛed with ſalt, accoꝛdingly as the woꝛde 
ol God dwelleth plentifully in him, and wit; 
ſuch a grace, that he is able todzaw his he ⸗ 


rers by reaſon ofthe commoditie and p2ofit |} 


that commeth by his talke, either to his mo⸗ 


deſt behauiour, being very meeke and graue, 
| $ÞY 02to 


his acti 
cogoodnes thoneſtie befoze men.labouring 
by his good conuerſation to ediſie all men to 
the aduantement ot their ſaluation . And all 
this he doeth, becauſe he feeleth within hym 
ſelfe that he is called to ſo high a degree Ek 
honour as to be the childe of God, which mo⸗ 
uethhim with great earneſtnes,andzeale of 
ppirite to vo an infinite ſozt.ofgood/workes 
tothe gloꝛie ot God and to framehimſelfeco 
be manered and facioned as berunnnech lo 
Mee: 

And though theſe markes may-ſeeme to or; marke 
be ſufficient to knowe a true Chaiſtian bu, the croſla 
pet notwithſtanding beſide thoſe markes 
—— and charitie, there is the marke of 
the croſſe farre moꝛe apparant and to be 
ceiued in the ſight o man to teache vs 
plainely that the knowing ofa — 
ſtandeth in che moꝛtiſtcation of the outward 
man outwardly, as the foꝛmer did in the in 
ward man. And yet boch the one and the o⸗ 
— — out of one head, which is the 
felowſhip we haue with Chaiſte, which can 
not be ſeparate frõ the croſle. Fo2 this cauſe 
the doctrine of the Goſpel is called the wow 
of the Croſſe, betauſe the woꝛlde doeth fo2 
che moſt parte, hte eas the wiſdom ofmi 
F. i. is wholly 


is wholly cõtrarie to the wiledome of Godx 
che one ſeeking Gods gloue, the other che 
glozie of the fleſh which is ſo much the moze 
enempto the firlk,becauſethe lightofþGob 
CLDNCONCTC the darknes of it, c the crueth 
ofthe: Goſpel maketh manifeſt andbzingeth 
to light the errours and lies of the fleſh. Am 
becauſe the world can not indure it ,ſeeth 
that it can not mainteine it ſelf in credit, by 
way oftruethandpeace,it todo itby 
the way of lying,cogging,and violence, as it 
is in deede a lier c murderer:ſo that they that 
are accomptev and taken fo; the wileſt, the 
diſcreteſt, of greateſt power and holines, ref 
ſometimes the firſt chat band them ſelues 
———— — 
them ſelues moſt greeued. Andtherfoze te 
Jewes did moꝛe hainouſſy a great deale per 
ſecute Chailt then the Gentiles, & amongſt | 
them the Phariſies and high Prieſts mozz | 
then the common people: and ſo at this day, 
the chieleſt among the falſe Chyiſtians ann 
members of Antichziſte ; are enemies to 
Chziſt,moze than other, ſo that the ſaping of | 
ſaint Paule is found true in all times, That 
they which are after the fleſh,alwaves perſe⸗ 
cute thẽ, that are after the ſpirit. lo though 
mg impilon all, no baniſh all, no 


con⸗ 
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confiſcate all Chziſtians goodes, no2 burne 
all ,o2beheav all, oꝛ hang all, vet at the leit 
wyſe,there are fewe that ſcape their ſcoffes 
and mockes, their reuiles and tantes, their 
gnaſhing of teeth and ſhaking their heads at 
them. for this is a ſure ſaying and worthy 
to be receyued, that all that will hue fapth- 

fullye in Jeſus Chyilte , mult ſuffer perſe- 

Oo that all the childzen of God haue this The era 
tondition layed vpon thẽ, to beare the croſſe Chris is 
of Chꝛilt as men appointen to it, by the wyll to bexee the 
of the heauenly Father , who hach decreed 
this with him ſelfe to obſerue this oder and 
meanes in gouerning his child2?, that he wil 
exerciſe thẽ in this life with ders croſles; 
and fo2 that cauſt Jeſus Cin iſt him ſelle che 
elder bother was conſecrate by afflictions, 
and ſo entred into the meterrement of ſalua⸗ 
tion. And ſo muſt all they that followe him, 
them, as he himſelfe ſhewed plaine inough. 
ſaying to his Apoſtles, No man can be ſaid 
tobe his vilcple but he þ takethvphis croſſe 
e foloweth him. And in an other place. That 
the child2f of Gad ſhalbe know fr other by 
this, p y wozld ſbal hate thẽ, as he was hated 
irſt. And in dee de if we 7 * 


man can not haue a cettainpꝛofe within him 
ſell chat he is a Chiiſtian, 5 is vnwilling to 


Conformi- 
tie to Chriſt 
by j Crolle. 


Ofthe excellencie F 


den : che yaterne of our faith, whichisa ſufficient 
Chriſtians. any other, we map ſee that the pꝛomille of 


adoption was no ſoner made him but he was 
byand by connnaunded to depart from his 
bouſe and forſake his parentes his owncoſh 
trie, and other cõmodities, to be apilgryme 
and a ſtranger vpon the earth, ſubiect to a 
—— okcroſſe. And ſurely that 


be ſubiect to this ſtate # condition, which the 
maſter, head, and Loꝛd ot al, was willingly 
ſubiect to foꝛ _ Ewholoalinelppaterne 


mens ſalnatib — —ͤ— 


euerlaſting decree , which hath made all his 
childzenſubiect to beare the Croſſe: and be- 
cauſe there ſhalbe none inheritour ol heauk, 
which is nat firſt made like to the only ſonne 
of God. Fo; as he hath chiekeſt x belt place 
amongeſt al che childzen of God, as amongſt 
men, the eldeſt anne benreth the name ofthe 
houſe : ſo is he appointed tu be their paterne, 
by whom they muſt be framed as it were 
by line and ſquare, to the end they refuſe nos 
ching which he was ſubiecc vnto: * 
in 


Gay "Pp 0 
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in ſo doing, they map euerie one in his plate, 555 
be ioyned and coupled together wich their 
head, who is placed in the higheſt degree, not 
onely to be aboue all, but alſo to holde all thẽ 
that are coupled togither with him vnder 
— acherhood and ho⸗ 
nour. And as kings # pꝛinces of this | 
haue their honours and pꝛaiſes — 
they crowne the noble and valiant actes ot 
— — — 

ince honoꝛeth thẽ with his 
markes, whom he vſeth in matters of great 
weight oz ende they mapappeare glozious 


with him aboue the reſt. 
karre this marke A difference 


57 — betwene the 
croſle which is pꝛoper to Þ Chiiſtias dif- croſſe of the 


fereth frõ þ which al ß woꝛld taſtethof, ſeing adieu 
rig) pers or ovaries modern 2 
that he is exẽ̃pt fromiſerie;affliction,# trou- 
ble in this lite. Fo2 where as the other which 
al mẽ taſte of, is aſigneof py curſeof God to 
the wicked, this crofle which is ſanctiſted ol 
God is aſigne of bleſſing e whollom foꝛ the 
that beare it. therfoze they ſhould be vecei- 
ued p ſhould thinke, that they which ſuffer iin 
e 

do in 
lutteräces: cdſivering decem 


F. iii. Nocurech 
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beate downe the fooliſhe & vaine confidence 
of the fleſh;and to bꝛeake in pieces the veile 
okhypocriſie, which is naturally in it, and allo 
to bꝛidle his intemperancie. Fo2 the whole 
nature ol mã is ſo pꝛone to boaſt it ſe lt pꝛoud⸗ 
ly and pꝛeſumptuouſly of his vertue & ſuffi- 
ciencie, chat it is needefull to ſhewe him his 
frailetie, as it were with the finger & befoze 


bꝛought to a mote true & certain knowledge 
of him ſelfby a liuely feeling ofhis feblenes; 
and learne to — — 
(2 comperiq as Jonas did, ſaying, q remembꝛed — Low 
with the ſe when my ſoule was in anguilhe : ED 
when was intribulatid,J cried to 3Low: 
fo2 it farethſo wich men, as it voeth with the 


| were not troubled with p windes: ſo would 


men be naught. if they were not ſometimes 


toſſed with afklictions. 


Thecroe -- Andtherfoze as þ worlvly crolle ſeruet 


ſerueth for a 


certaintie of the wold fo2 a witnes of his codemnation, 
our electiõ. {d this croſſe being ſanctiſied is an aſſurance 
and certaintie — elect of their election, 
adoption,+felowſhip they haue with Chailt, 
en afflictids being * in 
them. 


procu- pꝛotureth the ſaluation of his people, vſing 
— x it as an inſtrument and help fit fo2 the aduã⸗ 
Croſſe. cingofregenerationbeguminthem,bothto 


his eyes, to the ende he may behumbled and 


| ſea, which would be infected and ſtinke, if it 


thẽ as mebers & 
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mkbers e parte of hum. F od as 
— once 1 — nee 
is me! nbers » AS the head ſuffreth with the bi mẽbert. 
parts of the bodie. And ſo his menibers are 
— him by ſame tryalofobevitce, 
ſuch a grace, þ mozeouer beſide they 
— r exempt krõ thole paines which all 
2 deſerue generally foꝛ their ſinnes, then 
ho nozably marked with the markes and 
ww ok his ſonne,fo2 p the Father appoin- 
they ſhould be afflicted foꝛ his name. And 


wheras he might by good reaſon haue made 


thẽ ſufter moꝛe grieuouſly 
E lu ſly, yea as ſhamefull 
thienes,murderers,robbers, # cuil doers, he 
— luffer n —_ laying vpon 
themres ſuffer for his lake. 3 
1 | 9 j | | al | t 
be ſubiect to al miſeries which al — oo pleaors 
invifferently,both good andeuil, yea g wozſe 256, hi 
puniſhed then other,inſo much that faman tut chat" 
— hs ron" 
das they: c that God doeth (as a man 
wack ld ſay)ſpare the wicked, in capariſon of 
— which he ſheweth toward his: yet 
inthet notthinke þ Godtakethapleaſure 
| ver cement, + as ſam? mophane.mea 
2 F. ui. Way, 


© good point: home ſhall God; who is a moſt 
gracious t wile father,forflacke — | 


Of Sat 


| — — not 
- care pzouidfce ofmens affaires 
cũtrarie ſide, becauſe God iudgeth p worn 
right,ſa no man can eſtape his hands with: 
out puniſhment; he moderateth & cũpaſſeth 
his fudgem#es i ſuch ſont, that he winketh 
atmanylewde turnes which the wicked c< - 
mit, as though he ſawe them not, and in the 


as they make a fault, c the reaſon is, becauſe 
he hath a care of them to hing the into the 
right way, purpoſing to make his p2onidfce 
eſpecially knowen in the ot 
his Church, and ſovſethhis arme towardes 
it, that by the waye he giueth vs to vnder⸗ 
ſtande, he hath a fatherly care ol vs, andp)0- 
uideth foꝛ the ſaluation of his Church. 

And truely if amongeſt men there be no 
father, of — right iudgement, but 
mill chaſtice his childzen, becauſe without 


x 


meane ſeaſon corectech his childꝛẽ as ſane 


correcttd he is nut able to hing them to am 1 


is ſo necefſarie + UWhich notwithſtanding 
pleth inſuch ſoꝛt, that whereas he puniſheth | 
and iudgeth the wozld ,and ſheweth him ſelf 
reer e froward, 
he ſheweth 


 ofaChriſtianman, 
he ſheweth him iclf gracious and gentle to⸗ 
wards his, Fo2 by this meanes, he meaneth 
to giue al men ſome litle taſte of that which 
he wil ſhew playnelx in the latter day, to wit, 
iuſtice in deede, and hateth vniuſtice deadly, 
both to make the vnbeleuers ſo much ÿ moꝛe 
inexculable, and alſo fo2 the great ꝑoſit and 
commoditie of the faithful, to whom he pꝛo⸗ 
teſteth,thathe doeth not puniſh them at any 
hatred he beareth them but contrariwyſe be⸗ 
cauſe he loueth them to amende them by af: 
flictions which are the fruites of ſinne, and 
cauſe them to runne moze feruently to his 
grace, hauing once felt in the croſſe what the 
anger ol God is, ſo that whereas the wicked 
are ouerwhelmed with the fearful toꝛments 
which they ſuffer,» Chyiſtian by being made 
partaker of the ſanctiſtcation of Chyilt, tho- 
rowe the croſle,hath an entrance into$ ioyes 
ol heauen, and euerlaſting lite wich him. 
And by this way it is, that God wil pꝛoue 
euery mans faych, whether it be buylt vpon a 


The proſe 
ofa Chri- 


ſure rocke o no, whether the ſeede of p wopd ng | 
be fallen von good ground, & whether the 


doctrine ofthe Goſpell whiche men haue re- 
ceyued be golde, ſiluer, and pꝛecious ſtones, 
o2 whether it be hay & ſtubble, which _ 


Of the excellencie- 


of tribulation conſumeth and bꝛingeth to | 


naught. o2 if we make ſo great 
golde which is but a —— 


— — the faith 


that when we are once wel 
dꝛegges and filthe of i — which 
mayneth in vs, and are purifted in the four: 


nate of diners afflictions,and ſo melted as it 


were anew,our 
— faith max be of like accompt 


: Waun men witbe aseaſe to knowe a 
Chailkic an hypocrite by this of 
—— — — 
aà piece ot᷑ halle, when they come both to the 


amtile, and tu be ſtriken with the hãmer : fox 


bꝛaſſe wil not be handled, but when it com 


meth to the beating, it bꝛeakech, and maketh 


à ſharpe dinne and irkeſome: and gold 
deth ſweetelp, & is — — 
it out both in length and bꝛeadth in thinne 
and fine leaues as vou liſt: euen ſo when an 


Te Croſſe hypocrite cometh betwene the anutle 
diſcovereth Hammer of affliction,he — — 


Wh the falſe 
Chriftian. 


— — and lamẽ⸗ 
ene dan bea 


it in the kyer, to make it pleaſe vs the better, | 
of his childꝛen after the ſame ſoꝛt, tothe end 
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and lapeth out his heart,ubmitting him ſelf 
willinglyvnder the lods hand that ſtriketh 
him. Againe, by this exertiſe, God exerciſeth 
thefaichfull to contemne this life, e ſtirreth 
them vp, to thinke vponand veſire the lite to 
come by dzawing them away by litle & litle, 
from the fooliſh and immoderat lone of this 
woꝛld, daſeled with a vapne ſhem of fleſhly e 
tranſitozie things: and mozeouer to inne 
them togither with his ſonne in pfelowthip 
of the croſſe, that as he paſſed though a bot- 
tomleſſe pit of miſeries to enter into hea- 
uenly glozie, ſo ſhould they allo come thither 
by diuers tribulations, herein honouring thẽ 
in making them ſuffer perſecution fo2 righ⸗ 
teouſnes ſake, chat is to ſay,fo2 the defenſe ol 
his trueth agaynſt the lyes of Satan, oz to 
mainteine al iuſt cauſes, p thei may be in like 
ſozt renowmed as his ſonne was here in this 
woꝛld, and through moꝛe ſufferance of mile: 
ries wherein he maketh his gifts and graces 
appeare which he beſtowed vpon them, be ſo 
much the moꝛe confirmed in that felowſhip 
which they haue with him, to the ende they 
max be notoꝛious for his gloꝑie, and pꝛoſit ot 
his Church, which is by this meanes obedi⸗ 
ently gouerned. 0 


Butthe chiefeſt thing that is to be conſt 
my dered 


The profite 
of the croſſe 


Of the excellencie 
esel. Meret in this point, g is in deen the chopſett 
Jencieof a piece of Excsllencie that is tobe founde in a 
— Chniſtianp ſuffreth foz Chailts ſake, is this, 

PP; that where al mẽ are naturally afrapd,t are 
Ded. ſad and penſiue when any aduerſities befall 
them, murmure againſt God, curſe their life, 
e fal out to banning againſt heauen & earth, 
deteſting their ſkate as miſerable, the Chis 
tian very quietiy & contentedly beareth pas 

7 tiently what ſoeuer befailechhim.noethathe 
is ſo voyd of ſenſe, that he feelethno griel, o 
affliction were notſharpe & irkſome tohim, 
and very harde to beare , op if it were other- 
wyſe, how couldhe be pacient if he feele no- 
thing) but becauſe the croſſe of Chyilt hath 
this popertie,that being accompanied with 
6 Ghoſt, which lweteneth 
the ſharpenes t bitternes of all afflictions,it 


him euen in the middes of the greateſt cala- 
mities & griefs that may come vpon him, to 
haue a ioyful and mery heart, and receine thẽ 
fo; an eſpecial cauſe of comfo2t, Do y thele 


two affections, whiche are ioye and ſavnes, | 
great enemies the one to the other, come 4 } 


meneStogithes i ann: 
to 


engendzeth peace and meekenes inthe heart 
— ails thankes eivingte 
a ſingular benefitreceyued of God, e cauſeth 


' eels. wes ih. tal wie ns. we. A MHAt oo ot nd pt of au, cut orig ey a eto. © HY fe As aw. .coot ak 
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togtue place to the other, as the ſtronger & 


hauing the vpper hande: in ſo — 


Y 
pzoceedeth from a taſte of heauenip gi 
berth in fine ſwalowe —e — 
nes and heauines, On contrarie ſide, t 
ö haue no taſte of thoſe giftes, can not chule 
but at length be oppꝛelled with ſadnes,when 
aduerſitie aſſayleth them foz ſo much as the 
ſweete & louing yoke of Chniſt is to heaup a 
burden foz them, betaule they can not cõpꝛe · 
hend, how God our moſt louing and mercy« 
ful Father giueth them power toſuffer that 
which they doo ſuffer, to bzing them to his 


bliſſe, wheras the Chꝛiſtian mounteth vp on 


high and paſſeth the very heauens, e holdeth 
him ſelt quiet and glad fo? the bliſle of the in⸗ 
heritance to come, as though he had it in his 


- boſome . for thereffto 


Gods direction e gouernement, as in 

it belongeth to the Father, who is of right 
aboue al fathers, And ſo not meaſitring the 
puniſhments after the iudgemẽt ofthe fleſh, 
but giuing honour to God, he acknowledge 
dhe moderateth his puniſhments both dil⸗ 
— e wilely, ſo that there can be nothing 
found in chem, but very „ 


Of the excellencie 


ſuchmeaſure,that though though weakneg 
_ of reaſonhe be not alwayes able to compre: 
hende it, yet he hath ſufficient to comfozthim 
ſelle, in that heknoweth that Gods iudge⸗ 
ments are moſfiuſf and righteous, 
Afecompa To be ſhoꝛt, euẽ as ami  paſleth though 
riſon of the a ſtrong; flood o2 ſtreame on foote,leſthe ſts: 
<= che- ble/andfaldowne;ſetteth his eie ſtedilyvpon 
rowe the _ the ſtrime lande which he mindeth to atteine 
Air wort. Vnto,+markethnotthe ſwift courſe of p m 
ter, xx ſo goeth ouer ſafely and is nothing dif: 
— — 
wanes of pꝛeſent troubles, turneth away his 
ſight, his thought, x all app2ehenſion that be 
might otherwile haue of the milerie ol tht; | 
and lifting vn his eves to heauen, beholveth | 
there with a ſpiritual regard the ineſtimable | 
treaſuresoff ——— | 
ſtriuech to atteine vnto,#by thismeanes ea 
ſely ſurmounteth al hoꝛrour and feare oftoz | 
ments & griefs which cõmonly make alter | 
tions in mens heads, caſteth them hedlong 


The glorie into deſperation. So chen he ſtandeth ſurely 7 


of a Chriſt ſetled 
an in the 


Croſſe. 


d,# marcheth on without feare, e not ſo 
ouly but leapeth foꝛ ioy, x reioyceth in his tri⸗ 


ma «thing whichhe . 


bulations, c gloziethin the croſle; whichthe | 
world accompteth ſhameful # infamous,as |} = 
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and honourable, cx mote full of maieſtie then 
al the crownes & ſcepters, pꝛoude pompes e 
triumphes al al the Rings in Þ woꝛld which 
p woꝛld wondereth at: foꝛ he caſteth his eies 
vpon Jeſus Chat, and beholdeth in him the 
gloꝛie of his ſufferãtes, wherby he ſeeth him 
ſelf glozifted-with hum, and the repzoche that 
commeth by him to become nothing. And in 
deede, who is he that wilaccompt that ching 
ignominious which is holy, yea & ſanctiſien 
of God: D2 who would deſpiſe that, wherby 
the childzen of God are pꝛepared to glo2te, 
which is ſo farre from being diminiſhed in a 
Chꝛiſtian, tough the contemptible ſkate of 
this pꝛeſent life, that it is rather augmented: 
And Poſes foꝛ this cauſe thought the remo⸗ 
ches which he ſuffred foꝛ Chilts ſake, grea⸗ 
ter richeſle, then all the treaſures of Egypt. 
The croſle of Antichꝛiſt e of his members 
hath nothing like, it is harde, grieuous 


The crofle 
and or Anti- 


ſhameful to beare. F oꝛ in 2ᷣ — to cbcilt. 


be iurſtiſied by Chiſt, they labour in vaine by 
going about to iuſtiſte them ſelues, e ſhewe 
chẽ ſelues ta be enemies top croſſe ot Chꝑiſt, 
ſtriuing to beare j moꝛtiſication ofthe croſſe 
by many fooliſh inuentions, & — 

tbẽſeiues into deſert e incloſev places, vn 


1 bodies wichou ack 
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tao treade 


in continuall ging the 
prietie,that who ſo continueth ſtedfaſt ee con⸗ 
ſhal in the end obteine a good and bleſled end, 
whereas the man that is afraid ta make head 
md ſet him ſelf conrageouſly againſt al that 
exalteth it ſel as enemie againſt Gad, is not 
able to ſay that he hath a true hope inhim. 
And though the trueth be ſo that there is 
not a weaker creature in the woꝛlo then m 
ie, ſubiect to the woꝛld the fleſh x the ay 1 
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ofa Chriſtian man. 


| and al his luſtes, (though he had allthe wiſe- 


dome ofthe Grecians,and ſtrength of Þ Roe 
manes, and vertue of the Philoſophers, and 
righteouſnes ofthe Jewes inhim)alwayes 
infeare,care,andhozrour,and one that cã not 
reſiſt the leſt tentation that may befal him: 
Foy he is but a ſhadow of vanitie, yea q vant- 
tie it ſelf: yet notwithſtãding being regene- 
rate in Jeſus hilt, he is ſo ſtrong # migh- 
tie,that though he caſt of all wozldly helpe g 
fauour,as Dauidput ofhis armour whenhe 
went to fight againſt Goliath, he doeth not 
only reſiſt al aſſaults of the woꝛld, fleſh x the 
deuil valiantly, but alſo ſurmounteth all the 
enemies of God by the vertue of faith, which 
cauſeth vs to ſee by her light p all creatures 
are but fanſies and vaine fearebabes, which 
haue no power, but as pleaſeth God to giue 
chem, whom we acknowledge to be our Fa⸗ 
cher, and one þ hath ſuch a ſingular © fatherly 
care of vs, that he maketh al things ſerue to 


our ſaluatiun: euen lo much that this mũ be- 


ing tranſfozmed into God by loue which ſut- 
frech al things, can no moꝛe be ouercome thẽ 
God him ſell, being ſure in dãger, at quiet in 
toꝛment, in pouertie riche in ſicknes whole, 
quiet in perſecution, gloztous in ignominie, 
bleſted in miſerie, aliue in death, & thereloꝛe 
triumphant ouer all his eni⸗ 
G. i. mies: 
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Of the n 


John, ouercommeth the wozld, 
Herehy we may gather, how falfly thei bzag 
 boalt of them ſelues þ they are Chyiſtiang, 


He that 
would ex- 


empt him Which wilnedesbe exempt fr5 this cũdition 
oftheChailtians,as thogh it were poſſible tg 


ſelfe from 
the croſſe, 


abuſer: the lay ſuch hold vpõ Jeſus Chilt as we ought, 
Chriſtian. Þ We might embrace him, + let his croſſe go; 


and as though we might be members of his 


bodie, and not be partakers of his ſufterices, 
which is butamerex vaine imaginatid ſpꝛõg 
fr hence, chat we do not ſo rightly iudge of 


the benefit of adoption as we ought to do, but 


caſt away the grace, which ſanctiftethvs toe- 


uerlaſting life. Fo? 5 trueth is ſo, that viho is 


pꝛoteſſeth him ſelf to be a chuiſtian & is aſha⸗ 


doeth nothing els but cut or him ſelf, as you 


would ſay, ę diſauoweth him ſelf to be any ol 


Gods childꝛtẽ. Foꝛ the Goſpel is neuer wout 


perſecutiũ, neither is there any waytocome | 
to the king dome ol heauen, but by the crolſe, 
though a man would neuer ſo much flatter x 
excuſe himſelf, under a colgur of weakenes, } 


which is nothing els, to ſpeake as the trueth 
is in dede, but infivelitie,+ aſmallaccompt þ 


man makeci vf the holy & ſarred name of the 1 
Sonne of God. Foz. certaine it is that faith | 
e ouercome y woꝛld. but n — | 


mies: for he that is bozne ol ee D. Z 


med to folow Chꝛiſt who goeth befozehim 


of a Chriſtian man. 
not be done without fight, And he beo feare 
toconfeſſe Gods name openly, 
him ſell that yet notwithſtanding God ſeeth 
his trew, becauſe he can ſee no⸗ 
ching in him but infivelitie & hypocriſie, ha- 
ning nothing to ſay the trueth, to turne him 
away from Chuilt,but only beraule he appea- 
reth with his croſle, diſfiqured & contempti- 


ble, and ſubiect to p repꝛoches ofthis cis world, 
kr calleth vs to be partakers ol his afflictivs, * 


So that this kinde ol men pꝛeferreth ß glo⸗ 
rie ot this woꝛld, befoꝛe the gloꝛie x maieſtie 
of Chꝛiſt which is ſpiritual, and the eale and 
quietnes ofthis life befo2e euerlaſting bliſle: 
playing therein p part of Eſops cocke,which 
found a riche + precious pearle, & foꝛſoke it 
fo2a graine of coꝛne, ſo vile ndabiect ©. baſe 


their hearc is,vopd of nobletivg courage 


Neanerh the - 


Lot 
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of aChiltianheart,whichſurmonterhal vi⸗⸗ 


ſible things, as one of the houſholde of God, 
vea his chyld & heire, being allured that there 
is a better poſſeſſion in heauen, chen ÿ which 
men ſeeke here vpon earth. But ſeeing the 
woꝛld is ſo bꝛutiſhe, æ ful ofmalice and igno⸗ 
rãte, we nede not merueile, if we ſee the moſt 
part ot men dꝛaw back cowardly caſt away 


their weapons, as ſoone as they ſee the ſtan- 
dart okthe croſſe ſet vp, as we haue ſene moꝛe 


examples then were tobe wiſhed; and that of 


G. ii. ſuch 


Of the excellencie „. 


ſich as at the beginning ſeemed to be val 
ant ſoldiers, which had neuer learned to war⸗ 
fare and fight againſt their enemies but with 
acertaine hautines ot courage, which paſleth 
away by and by, & not to poſſeſſe their ſouleg 
in patience, Theſe and ſuch like are the ap. 
parant markes & ſignesof the hol Ghoſti 
a Chꝑiſtian man, and his true omaments g 
beautie that hach put on Jeſus Chiiſt,wher- 
by he may be knowen from other. 
Nom that we haue in this ſozte ſpoken of 
Ama is to the Excellencie of this man, by marking and 
beret” ſetting him foꝛth in his colours no man may 
though he thinke that J wil take no man fo) a Chniſti⸗ 


have or a an, but him p hath theſe markes ſo perfectly 

perfection. as though he were ful of the holy Ghoſt and 

| renewed with ſuche vp2ightnes of lyfe,as 
though he wanted nothing, Fo? if the caſe - 
ſtoode fo, it were very hard co finde any ſuch 


amonglt men, fo) there hath neuer bin man 


yet lo perfect, Fox wih we ſpeake of a Ch 


ſtian man, as of a man is truly renewed, # 

made ſpiritual, iuſt & without blame, we may 

not thinke p the woꝛke ofthis making anew 

14.0. cteaturę, is a work done in a moment, o ma | 
of rexeners. ba, pen oi perfected all this lyfe long: as we 
tion 1s not may nat allo thinke, p it is a woꝛke which is 
pre g. UNoughtequally in al: top it is a woxk which 
nn, 


22 


. | 


oba Chriſtan man. 
lle. x as it were by degrees, accomding to 
meaſure that it pleaſeth him to giue to eche 


ol vs, until he haue bꝛought it to perfection, 

So that the ſpiritof God which is gien e C 
to a Chaiſtian, doeth ſoaboliſhe the coꝛrup⸗ dme 
tion ofthe fleſh, that there remame no ſpirirual and 
rig 


ſkanding euen to death certaine reliques 
end gettethÿ vpper hand: Foꝛ it can not be, 
but he is the ſtrongeſt wherſoeuer he is, 

the efficacie of his mouing, he holdeth men 
neceſſarily in ſtedy and continual obedience 
of Juſtice, as the ſeede wherby he is regene⸗ 
rate, is incoꝛruptible. By meanes whereof, 
though this man is ſo regenerate, abiveth 
notwichſtanding in the fleſh, and ſinne dwel- 
leth in him: yet accoꝛding to his better part, 
and in reſpect ofthe ſpirit that in the end ru⸗ 


leth in him, he is called ſpiritual, ſo p though 


there be at this pꝛeſent no ſuch perfection in 
the woꝛld, but there may be ſome fault found 
with it, notwithſtãding he is already coũted, 
as it were, inrepꝛehenſſble, e without blame, 
who is regenerate &© ofa right heart tendeth 
to this marke. And J thought good to adde 
this point, to the end that no man ſhould vif- 
courage him ſelle, though he feele not aper⸗ 
fect regeneration and crucifying of the fleſh 
„ 


Ofthe excellencie 


to fozme & frame his life , ſhooting alwayes 


alwatesleuelat,coſideringhow ſmal athing 


it is and ok litle accompt to enter into the lit 
ofthe Goſpel, vnleſſe we labour and ſtriue to 


come to the end. foꝛ the chiefeſt wildome of 
beſt, is to dam on further, and to go on moze 


feele in him ſelf ſome ſigne & witnes of that 


feined heart, which ſtriueth in dede to go 


goodnes vouchlaueth p holy affection which 


he him ſelfplanteth in the heartes ol his ſe 1 A 
uants this honour , that he taketh him foza a 
Chiiltian,whichis not ſo as yet properly; 


mã can not come to this happines in this life 
to be cleane from all ſinne , and to haue a ful⸗ 
nes of faith & pure charitie . And in that that 
a man is taken to be a Chiiſtian, it is by rea⸗ 
ſon of the newnes of life that is begonne in 


D — W 
| Je 


crear nuke before him which Apen | 
of befo2e,as it were apatern wherby he hath - 


at the perfectis,as at a marke which he mut 


and mo2e, as the calling of a Chꝛiſtian ma 
requireth:nay no mã ought to thinke of hmm 
ſelk that he hath pꝛolited but ſmally, that can 
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ſeptalpipheath with Chyitt a{Gveath{h: N 
reſurrection though new motions ok an Wy | 


nes oflife.C chat God of his free 


him though the vertue of the holy Ghoſt, þ 
by his vertue quickeneth him vntil he be per 


" chetime thatwe thalhaue put of þ mortaliti 
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| therfozelet him with S. Iohn ſkip for ioye, & 


© we nas —ͤ— 


of a Chriſtian man. 


of theſe our bodies, and therewithall the filth 
of ſinne. 


 Andtherfoze let a man examine his lite, c An dme 

ſoũd his heart to the depth, to Rnom whether 
he finde the markes of a Chꝛiſtian there 02\be ſhould f 
no: and in caſe he do finde them there, let him kim telf he 
be as thankeful to God as if he had receiued cher hebe 


the greateſt benefit in the wozld, being allu⸗ Chalk 


red that his name is witten in heauen. And 


crie out with Elizabeth, c enlarge his tũgue 


with Zacharie, and magnifte the Lo with 


the virgin Marie, fo? that it hath pleaſed him 


eies of his great mercy, to make him taſte 
ſuch high things o riche e ſecret to the ſenſe 
of man that there is no eye Tram enacts, 


are can heare them,no2 heart and vnderſtã⸗ 

that can cõpꝛehend them. And let that 
man know, that this ſecret was git him, to 
the end he ſhould keepe this ſo great a bene⸗ 
fit vnto death, by encreaſing the ſame faithe, 
whereby he was receiued to be partaker ol 


this beneſtt: fo2 it is the ende ol a Chaiſtian 


mans calling to go on moꝛe & mote in obe⸗ 
dience to Godward, e to ſtriue without cea⸗ 
{ing to dam euery day moꝛe nere then other 
to him regarding on the one ſide * 


tion to eue. 
ry one, that 


af Gon on them that continue, on the other | 


ſide his ſeueritie on them, which abuſe p tre | _ 
ſure @bountifulnes ofhis grace. And ifon$ | 


other ſide he cannot know in him ſelfe þ he 
isaChyiſtian choſen of God, let him ſobbeg 
ſighe befoze his face „c pꝛay to him to make 
him partaker ol his light d heauenly grace, 


to the end he may be out ol doubt. fo2 he that 


That man is 
very blind 7 


' cannot per- 


ſuade him 
ſelfhe is a 
Chriſtian. 


. hath mave,e ſwame, | 


doubteth, hath not as yet ſuffici#nt light in 
pim.ſeeing the effcarieof þ witnesof Goa 


ſpiritis ſo cleare and certaine in his heart in 


whom hes, that astouchingpoine thr 
is no doubt. But we may well ſay that that 


man is blinde peruers q miſerable, chat can 1 | 


not perſuade himſelf ſo much of p goodr 


mightie power trueth of God, as to 
and pꝛonounced ſo ſolemnely, And therefoze 


let euery manſtrine with him ſelfe to mum 


his election ſure though a good conſcience, 


and ſinceritie of life anſwerable to the pꝛo⸗ + by 


3 byal meanes 


- poſſible, that the woꝛld may know 
in deede that it is not invaine 


that he perſuadeth himſelf, 
he is a Chriſtian, 
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mans eſtate, wherein =D 
the great mettie of God 85 8 


in mans free iuſti fication 
by Chaiſt,is very come =D | 
fezfably * 2 7 
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as may beſt ſerus for the com- 
* 23 | moditie of the Reader. = 
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